
Wisconsin Inland Trout Stamp by the Numbers
Anglers Investment in Habitat is Paying Dividends

Wisconsin Trout Unlimited supports an increase in the Inland Trout
Stamp Fee to help make trout fishing even better in Wisconsin.

source: Wisconsin Inland Trout 
Management Plan, 2020  2029
Note: Cash Balance includes funds allocated
towards restoration projects in the following F.Y.

Outpaced by Inflation:
$7.25 Fee in 1992 adjusted for inflation would be $16.20 in 2023.
$10 Fee in 2006 adjusted for inflation would be $15.10 in 2023.

Wisconsin has over 13,000 miles of classified trout steams
and about 1,000 spring ponds.
The Inland Trout Stamp was $7.25 in 1992 and raised to
it's current price of $10 in 2006.

On average, Trout Stamp funds improve and maintain 25
miles of trout streams and 1 spring pond every year.
(source: WI Inland Trout Management Plan, 20192029).

If we keep pace for the next 20 years, 
that's 500 miles of improvements and 20 spring ponds.

If we increase the Trout Stamp to $15,
that's 750 miles of improvements and 30 spring ponds.
(Estimates DO NOT account for rising costs of materials and labor)

What Our Neighbors are Doing:
Iowa: $14.50 trout stamp

Minnesota: $10.75 trout stamp plus a
0.375% Legacy Fund sales tax to
support conservation work

Michigan: In 2014, the Trout Stamp was
eliminated.  At the same time, the
general fishing license was increased
from $15 to $26 for residents and from
$42 to $76 for nonresidents.

Wisconsin Trout Unlimited is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization which consists of approximately 6,500

members in 21 local chapters working to ensure that future
generations have access to cold, clean, fishable water.

https://wicouncil.tu.org

2019 Spring Hearing Results
Question #82.  Would you favor a
legislative change to an increase in the
Inland Trout Stamp from $10 to $15 to
allow more trout stream restoration?
70.3% answered YES
(5324 Y,  2241 N)



Wisconsin Trout Improvement Projects in the
20202021 WDNR Work Plan that are not funded or

only partially funded due to a lack of revenues
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Source: WDNR Trout Coordinator Joanna Griffin
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