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TU chapters file petition to 
review Polar Ice well permit

Conservationists and the Me-
nominee Tribe initiated legal action
on Nov. 21 to protect public water
resources. The group, which is com-
prised of several chapters of Trout
Unlimited, the Menominee Tribe,
the Langlade County Waterways
Association, and other individual
parties, filed a Petition for Judicial
Review, challenging the WDNR’s
approval of a high-capacity well per-
mit for Polar Ice Water.

The DNR approval allows the
company to pump almost 1.6 million
gallons of spring water a day for the
purposes of water bottling and ex-
port from the watershed. This is
over twice as much water as Perrier
tried to take from Big Springs a few
years ago.  

Polar Ice would remove a sub-
stantial amount of groundwater and
may potentially damage the health

of connecting surface waters, in-
cluding the Rabe Pond and Creek,
the Wolf River and surrounding
wetlands. 

The DNR not only approved the
well, but also denied public partici-
pation by refusing to grant a hearing
on the issue, despite its significant
impact on Public Trust resources.

“The reduced spring flow from
the bottled water operation may
harm the coldwater trout fishery in
Rabe Pond and Creek and the wa-
ters to which they are tributary,”
said Mitch Bent of the Antigo
Chapter of TU. 

“The DNR has ignored our con-
cerns by denying a hearing on the
groundwater pumping. This legal
action is now necessary to make
sure the DNR does its job and pro-
tects our common public trust re-
sources,” said Bent.

BIG SPRING RESTORATION
The Harry and Laura Nohr Chapter is tackling a major restoration of Big Spring 
Creek in Iowa County. See p. 18 for the story. 

Compromise in the works

TU opposes ‘trout 
destructive’ jobs bill

By Todd Hanson
A 114-page regulatory reform

bill was introduced in the Wisconsin
Legislature on Nov. 11 that would
have harmed habitat on nearly all of
the state’s trout waters.

The Job Creation Act of 2003
(AB655/SB313) included a series of
changes to the state’s Chapter 30
rules that govern how the WDNR
reviews and approves activities on
and around public, navigable wa-
ters for such things as rip-rapping,
stream channelizing, and dredging.

The WI Assn. of Lakes called the
bill’s proposed changes “the most
serious attack on public waters since
modern pollution laws were enact-
ed” some 70 years ago.

Former WDNR Secretary
George Meyer, now Executive Di-
rector of the WI Wildlife Federa-
tion, concluded “the proposed law
either deregulates or down-regu-
lates 23 regulated activities and in
the process lowers the standards for
the activities” resulting in “lower
water quality, loss of fish and wild-

life habitat, loss of biodiversity, and
the loss of natural scenic beauty.”

TU Regional VP Larry Kriese
testified, “Natural streams and riv-
ers cannot be straightened, lakes
cannot have foreign material
dumped in them, nor can they have
natural material removed from
them without the threat of serious
long-term damage to water quality
and the entire ecology of that water
system. Actions such as these de-
mand a thorough study on a case-
specific basis before they can be al-
lowed. General permits without pre-
construction review by qualified
professionals is unacceptable."
Compromise in works

Following widespread criticism
of the bill’s negative impacts on the
state’s air and water, the Governor’s
office and Senate leadership an-
nounced in mid December that they
were working on a compromise to
provide regulatory streamlining that
did not negatively impact air and
water quality. 

Continued on p. 6

State Council banquet 
features Michael Furtman
Award-winning writer Michael Furtman, author of 
Trout Country (1995) and A Boundary Waters Fishing 
Guide (1984), will be the featured speaker at the 
Wisconsin State Council of Trout Unlimited’s 19th 
annual banquet Feb. 7 in Oshkosh.

In his conservation column for Midwest Fly Fishing 
magazine, Furtman recently critiqued the energy 
policies of the Bush administration. He has also 
been critical of the 2001 U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion that removed federal protection from critical wetlands throughout 
the U.S.(To date, Wisconsin remains the only state to step in and pro-
vide state protections to cover the gap due to the court’s decision.)

Furtman is expected to talk about the broader conservation record of 
the current administration, a theme he will focus on earlier in the day 
as the keynote speaker at the Wisconsin Stewardship Network’s an-
nual conference in Stevens Point.
Other banquet highlights
The State Council event will also feature a pre-banquet raffle of a one-
of-a-kind wall hanging titled “Worth the Hike.” Created by Ellie Can-
nan, the hanging features a mountain setting and several trout.

Master fly tyer Tim Landwehr will also be giving fly tying demonstra-
tions. Tickets are $35 each. See p. 4 for further conference details 
and to order tickets.
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Wisconsin TU State
Council Leadership

State Chair: Jon Christiansen, 237 
W. Aster Ln., Mequon, WI 53092 
(414) 297-5557 (W); (262) 241-5220 
(H) (414) 297-5557 (fax); 
jchristiansen@foleylaw.com
Vice-Chair: Jim Hlaban, N5967 
Murray Rd., Ogdensburg, WI  
54962 (920) 244-7456; 
wiscpr@wolfnet.net.
Secretary: Chuck Steudel, 1217 Cty. 
QQ, Mineral Point, WI  53565 (608) 
987-2171; csteudel@mhtc.net
Treasurer: Larry Meicher, 5258 Sal-
isbury Rd., Rio, WI 53960 (920) 
992-6612
Past State Chair: John Welter, 2211 
Frona Place, Eau Claire, WI 54701 
(715) 831-9565 (W); (715) 833-7028 
(H); (715) 831-9586 (fax); 
jwelter@ameritech.net.
Vice-Chair, Central Region: Dave 
Johnson, PO Box 424, Wautoma, 
WI 54982 (920) 787-6201 (W); (920) 
622-3633 (H)
Vice-Chair, NE Region: Larry 
Kriese, 2762 White Pine Rd., Green 
Bay, WI 54313 (920) 434-0143, 
themarshskico@aol.com
Vice-Chair, Southern Region: Larry 
Meicher (see above)
Vice-Chair, Western Region: John 
Bethke, 118 Vernon St., Westby, WI 
54667 (608) 634-3641; 
qjlb@yahoo.com
Education: Henry Haugley, 1406 
Diamond Ct., Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
(608) 825-9768; 

hhaugley@solvnetmail.net.
Fund-raising & Friends of Wis. TU: 
John Cantwell, 3725 Ken Ridge, 
Green Bay, WI 54313 (920) 
865-4442 (phone & fax); 
JohnC3989@aol.com
Legal Counsel: Winston Ostrow, 
335 Traders Point Ln., Green Bay, 
WI 54302 (920) 432-9300 (W); (920) 
469-1596 (H); 
waostrow@gklaw.com
Legislation: Jeff Smith, 7330 Old 
Sauk Rd., Madison, WI  53717-
1213; (608) 266-0267; 
jeffrey.smith@doa.state.wi.us
Membership: John T. “Jack” Bode, 
W312 N6434 Beaver Lake Rd., 
Hartland, WI 53029 (262) 367-5300 
(H); (262) 951-7136 (W) 
jbode@gklaw.com
Publications: Todd Hanson, 4514 
Elgar Ln., Madison, WI 53704 (608) 
268-1218 (W); (608) 243-9025 
(phone & fax); 
twhanson@chorus.net
Resource Policy & Rules: Bill Sher-
er, 6272 Oswego Fish Trap Rd., PO 
Box 516, Boulder Junction, WI 
54512 (715) 385-9373 (H) 
wetieit@centurytel.net
Water Resources: Stu Grimstad, 
1563 Cty. ZZ, Amherst Junction, 
WI  54407 (715) 677-3454 (H), 
sgrim@triver.com
Webmaster: John Koch, W4345 850 
Ave., Spring Valley, WI 54767 (715) 
684-2228 (W), wis_flyfishing@hot-
mail.com.
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Wisconsin Trout is the official publication of the Wisconsin Council of 
Trout Unlimited and is distributed to the members of Wisconsin’s 22 
TU chapters. Nonmember subscriptions are $12.50/year. Publication 
and distribution dates are the first weeks of January, April, July, and 
October. Deadlines for articles and advertisements are the 10th of 
December, March, June, and September. Advertising rate sheets are 
available, or you may download it at www.lambcom.net/witu.
Contributions and letters to the editor are welcomed. Submit articles 
and returnable photos (color or b&w) to the editorial office:

Todd Hanson, editor
4514 Elgar Ln.
Madison, WI  53704
(608) 243-9025 (phone & fax)
twhanson@chorus.net

Wisconsin Trout

Aldo Leopold (#375): Mike Barniskis, 805 S. Center St., Beaver 
Dam, WI 53916 (920) 356-0081; barniskis@yahoo.com

Antigo (#313): Scott Henricks, 213 Mary St., Antigo, WI 54409-
2536 (715) 623-3867; Henricks51@charter.net

Blackhawk (#390): Dave Patrick, P.O. Box 893, Janesville, WI  
53547 (608) 884-6948

Central Wisconsin (#117): Bob Chamberlain, W2728 Oakwood 
Bch. Rd., Markesan, WI 54946 (920) 398-3721; 
rchamberlain1@juno.com; www.dotnet.com/~fishfun1/
CWTU.htm

Coulee Region (#278): Nathan Barnhart, 400 Gillette St. #332, La 
Crosse, WI 54603 (608) 779-4184; suzanna_nathan@msn.com; 
www.couleeregiontu.org

Fox Valley (#193): Tom Deer, 1271 Maple St., Neenah, WI  54956 
(920) 725-6077 (H); troutricks@netzero.net; www.foxvalley-
tu.org

Frank Hornberg (#624): Jim Henke, 5006 Dorothy St., Stevens 
Point, WI 54481-9451 (715) 341-4503; jhenke@g2a.net

Green Bay (#083): Dennis Gusick, 1531 Lost Dauphin Rd., De 
Pere, WI 54115 (920) 336-1157; dengusick@msn.com; 
www.greenbaytu.com

Harry & Laura Nohr (#257): Don Pluemer, (608) 943-8122; 
djpluemer@centurytel.net

Kiap-TU-Wish (#168): Andy Lamberson, 2104 Chestnut Dr., 
Hudson, WI 54016 (651) 733-7285 (W), (715) 386-7568 (H); an-
drewlamberson@hotmail.com; www.lambcom.net/kiaptuwish

Lakeshore (#423): Roger Berg, 4867 Dennwood Dr., Sheboygan, 
WI 53083 (920) 458-7899 rberg@sheboygan.k12.wi.us.

Marinette (#422): Steve Wilke, 2526 Shore Drive, Marinette, WI 
54143 (715) 732-4911; swilke@new.rr.com

Northwoods (#256): Brian Hegge, 5077 Sunset Dr. #2, Rhine-
lander, WI 54501 (715) 362-3244 (W), (715) 362-3244 (H); 
bhegge@newnorth.net; www.northwoodstu.org

Oconto River (#385): Dale Halla, W2811 Zastrow Rd., Cecil, WI 
54111 (715) 745-2099; dhalla@frontiernet.net

Ocooch Creeks (#729): Allon Bostwick, 21650 Highway A, Rich-
land Center WI 53581 (608) 547-4709 (H); 
bostwick.allo@students.uwlax.edu

Ojibleau (#255): Kelly McKnight, 1129 1/2 Barland St., Eau 
Claire, WI 54701 (715) 379-3781 (H) kjmcknig@yahoo.com

Shaw-Paca (#381): Dave Ehrenberg, 324 East Fourth St., Manawa, 
WI 54949 (920) 596-3089; skyonna@netnet.net

Southeastern Wisconsin (#078): Chuck Beeler, 2954 S. Moorland 
Rd., New Berlin, WI 53151 (414) 486-1129 (W), 789-6921 (H)

Southern Wisconsin (#061): Bill Pielsticker, 8045 Crystal Lake 
Rd., Lodi, WI 53555-9539 (608) 592-4718; billpiel@merr.com; 
www.swtu.org

Wild Rivers (#415): Bill Heart, 66625 Highland Rd., Ashland, WI 
54806 (715) 682-5307 (W), 682-4703 (H), 682-3221 fax;    
wrtrout@cheqnet.net

Wisconsin River Valley (#395): Herbert Hintze, 629 Hamilton St., 
Wausau, WI 54403 (715) 842-1365 

Wolf River (#050): Herb Buettner, N4297 Buettner Rd., White 
Lake, WI 54491 (715) 882-8611 (W), (715) 882-8610 (H)

Wisconsin TU Chapters, Presidents, and Web Sites

Contact TU National when you 
change addresses or chapter leaders
1. Inform TU National. Call, write, or e-mail TU National on your new ad-

dress because only TU National keeps the membership database: 
Trout Unlimited (703) 522-0200
1500 Wilson Blvd. trout@tu.org
Arlington, VA  22209

2. Include your ID number and new chapter affiliation. Your ID number is
found on mailing labels attached to TROUT magazine. If you are moving
to a different city and wish to be affiliated with the TU chapter in your ar-
ea, note the new chapter number (see the text next to the map above).

Visit Wis. TU online at
www.WisconsinTU.org

Jon Christiansen, Chair
237 W. Aster Ln.
Mequon, WI 53092 

Chuck Steudel, Secretary 
1217 Cty. QQ 
Mineral Point, WI  53565 

Jim Hlaban, Vice-Chair
N5967 Murray Rd.,
Ogdensburg, WI 54962

Larry Meicher, Treasurer
5258 Salisbury Rd.
Rio, WI 53960
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Biologist: Jobs Bill is bad for trout streams
Editor:

Every citizen of Wisconsin who
values the state’s outdoor quality of
life should actively oppose a legisla-
tive move now afoot to weaken nat-
ural resource protection. A bill in
the Assembly, labeled AB 665 and
disguised, together with its twin, SB
313, as a “job creation act,” threat-
ens the health of lakes and streams
— and the fishing, hunting, and oth-
er outdoor recreation they provide. 

Wisconsin, a national leader in
conservation, has long protected the
natural qualities of its waters and
their capacity to produce fish and
wildlife. It does this under a public
trust doctrine applied to navigable
waters, navigability defined as abili-
ty to float a log of just 8 inches di-
ameter. Thus, not only are boating-
sized rivers protected, but also
streams as small as the brooks that
serve as wild trout nurseries. 

AB 665 and SB 313 would ex-
empt a large set of currently regulat-
ed activities from official inspection
and permitting. The Attorney Gen-
eral’s office says the bill would lower
the state’s environmental stan-
dards. Removed from regulation
would be at least 25 kinds of con-
struction and alteration that can
harm lakes or streams. 

For example, any shoreline own-
er would be allowed to deposit up to
two cubic yards (54 cubic feet) of
“sand, gravel or stone” in a stream
or lake every five years without per-
mit. That’s a lot of material; try
shoveling it! Spread four inches
deep, this could obliterate natural
features for a distance of 54 feet in a
3-foot-wide creek, ruining it as a
place for native brook trout to re-
produce. 

Another proposed allowance:
the lining of 75 linear feet of stream
bank or lakeshore with rock
“riprap.” This kind of armoring de-
stroys such fish habitat as the hiding
cover that undercut banks and their
tree root work offer. Destructive
dredging of water bodies and bull-
dozing of stream banks would also
be possible.

Such activities severely damage
fish and wildlife resources. Stream-
bank and lakeshore areas contain
the most essential habitat for most
kinds of freshwater fish. Other ani-
mals, like waterfowl and songbirds,
also depend on the highly produc-
tive shallows and lushly vegetated
edges of shore areas. 

Further shore-altering activities
that AB 665 and SB 313 would al-
low, essentially without regulation,
include building bridges across

streams less than 35 feet wide and
placing culverts less than 5 feet in
diameter. This could result in fish-
ery resource disasters all over the
state. Most of our trout streams are
less than 35 feet wide and can easily
be damaged by the construction and
existence of improperly designed
bridges. Improperly installed cul-
verts less than 5 feet in diameter
commonly block fish migration.

As stated on the DNR website,
Wisconsin's waters belong to every-
one. Wisconsin lakes and rivers are
by law public resources, “common
highways and forever free,” held in
trust by the Department of Natural
Resources. Protected public rights
include water quality and quantity,
recreational activity, and scenic
beauty.

Wisconsin law recognizes that
owners of lands bordering lakes and
rivers hold rights in the water next
to their property, including use of
the shoreline, as well as access to
and reasonable use of the water. But
when conflict occurs between the
rights of a shoreland owner and
public rights, the public’s rights are
primary. 

The law requires the state to pro-
tect public rights in use of navigable
waters. The DNR does this mainly
by requiring water projects to follow
certain standards, many of which
AB 665 and SB 313 would weaken.
When DNR staff review projects
that could impact lakes and rivers,
they must consider the cumulative
impacts of individual projects in
their decisions. As the State Su-
preme Court has held, “A little fill
here and there may seem to be
nothing to become excited about.
But one fill, though comparatively
inconsequential, may lead to anoth-
er, and another, and before long a
great body may be eaten away until
it may no longer exist. Our naviga-
ble waters are a precious natural
heritage, once gone, they disappear
forever.”

Ray White
Edmunds, WA

(Ray White is a former WDNR bi-
ologist now living in the Seattle area.
He returns each year to fish Wiscon-
sin streams because, as he says, “Wis-
consin protects and restores its
habitat, so fishing is better here than
in the state of Washington.” At press
time, Republican sponsors and the
Governor’s office announced a com-
promise on the Job Creation Act. TU
members are encouraged to study this
compromise bill to ensure the harmful
items pointed to by Ray White are not
in the final bill. –Ed.)

TU member has ‘action plan’ for new year
Editor:

At the risk of sounding like I am
preaching to the choir (in this case,
Trout Unlimited members), I’m pro-
posing an Action Plan for 2004.

The Wisconsin Wildlife Federa-
tion has said that the “Job Creation
Act of 2003” would be better titled
the “Lake, Stream and Job Destruc-
tion Act of 2003.” According to
George Meyer, Executive Director
of WWF, “This bill will substantially

reduce or eliminate regulations re-
garding the filling in of waterways,
straightening larger stretches of
streams.…”

The Wisconsin AFL-CIO calls
the act a “vehicle to smuggle in a va-
riety of changes to Wisconsin laws
and regulations that in some cases
actually undermine good paying
jobs, or have nothing to do with job
creation.”

Letters
The Clean Water Action Council

of Green Bay has filed a formal eth-
ics complaint against Senator Cathy
Stepp, Chair of the new Job Cre-
ation Committee.

I could go on, but you get my
point. So here is the plan:

STEP 1: Go to www.wisconserva-
tionvoters.org. By late January, the
Wisconsin League of Conservation
Voters will have their Conservation
Scorecard for Wisconsin legislators
updated. 

STEP 2: Go to www.wiscon-
sin.gov. Click on Government, next
click on “Who are my legislators?”
Fill in your address and click search.

STEP 3: Call, write, and e-mail
your representatives that pop up.
Remember, these people work for
you!

For best results, do this often and
on every issue, especially this one.
Let’s make 2004 our best year ever
in fighting to protect our resources
for us, our children, and their chil-
dren.  Thanks for listening.

Paul J. Mongin
Vice President, Green Bay
TU

P.S.  One more thing, join the
Wisconsin League of Conservation
Voters if you can.

Biggest coldwater threats from legislators
Editor:

It has been clear for years that in
order to protect our coldwater re-
source, we need to respond to
threats from any quarter. Right
now, the biggest threats appear to
be coming from lawmakers, both in
Wisconsin and elsewhere. 

At home, we have the recently
introduced “Job Creation Act”
which does little to create any jobs,
but would allow property owners to
move up to 500 feet of a stream
without DNR review, or dredge up
to 200 truckloads of material from a
lake or stream, again without DNR
review.  

In Washington, there are several
frightening provisions in the Energy
Bill now bottled up in the Senate.
These include exempting the con-
struction of facilities, pipelines,
roads and other infrastructure nec-
essary to develop oil and gas re-
sources on public lands from the
Clean Water Act, and establishes
preferential treatment for hydro-
power dam operators to the exclu-
sion of other river interests  

As TU National points out, “En-
ergy development does not have to
damage fish and wildlife and their
habitat on public land, nor does it
need to disenfranchise fisheries con-
servationists from key hydropower
decision-making processes.” What is
most frustrating about both these
examples is that the lawmakers who
want to roll back environmental
protection don’t reflect the values of
their own constituents.

Curiously, Representative
Du Wayne Johnsrud, criticized in
these pages last issue for his stand
on the trout stamp fee, has shown
remarkable interest in bridging the
“gap” between business interests
and conservationists on the issue of
groundwater. Johnsrud, along with
Senator Neal Kedzie, has solicited
the involvement of TU members
and other resource specialists in
crafting a bill to give the DNR some
real authority over groundwater
withdrawals in this state. Let’s hope
it’s the start of a trend.  

Bill Pielsticker
President, SWTU

Connections between 
groundwater and surface 
water explored in new video

By Derek Scheer
Wisconsin Trout Unlimited

members have obvious interests
in, and connections to, Wiscon-
sin’s lakes, rivers, and streams.
Polluted waters and low or dimin-
ishing water levels do not make
for the outstanding trout fishing

that members have come to ex-
pect. Many people may not realize
the connections that exist within
the water cycle, and few recognize
the strong connection between
the water we see, surface water,
and the water under our feet,
groundwater.  

In a new video/DVD called
Above Ground – Below Ground:
The connection between Wiscon-
sin’s waters, Clean Wisconsin, an
environmental advocacy group,
educates us about water connec-
tions, shows existing threats to
Wisconsin’s water, and demon-
strates solutions to protect it. 

The video/DVD begins with
defining the water cycle. Along
the way it details groundwater’s
key role in the cycle, which is

something not typically taught in
schools.

Groundwater is stored in aqui-
fers that act like banks where wa-
ter can be deposited until dry
periods. During times of drought,
the lakes and streams draw on
their groundwater account and
make withdrawals to stay healthy. 

Many of Wisconsin’s most en-
dangered wetlands, lakes, and
streams depend on groundwater
to sustain suitable fish habitat.
Wisconsin’s groundwater supplies
are severely threatened from pol-
lution, overuse, and over develop-
ment.

Clean Wisconsin’s video/DVD
offers some solutions and high-
lights Wisconsin communities like
Cross Plains and the Fields Neigh-
borhood of East Troy as models
for innovative and successful at-
tempts to minimize water pollu-
tion. 

Suggestions are also made for
how individuals can minimize wa-
ter consumption and pollution at
home. Viewers are asked for assis-
tance in helping persuade Wiscon-
sin’s Legislature to strengthen
groundwater protection so we can
keep using and enjoying the
state’s lakes and streams for fish-
ing and other recreation.

For a copy of the video/DVD,
contact Derek Scheer at Clean
Wisconsin at (608) 251-7020 or
dscheer@cleanwisconsin.org. A
suggested donation of $10 helps
cover shipping and handling.

A NEW DOCUMENTARY FROM CLEAN WISCONSIN

THE CONNECTION BETWEEN WISCONSIN’S WATERS

page set and grouped
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COCKTAILS 5:00 DINNER & PROGRAM 7:00

YES! I want to attend Wisconsin TU’s 19th annual

“A Celebration of Trout”

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $________

____ tickets at $35 each.for

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Oshkosh Park Plaza at a special rate double or king

rooms through January 17, 2003. Call for reservations now at 1-800-670-7275.

Make checks
payable to

and mail to:

TROUT

UNLIMITED

Larry Meicher
5258 Salisbury Rd.

Rio, WI 53960

“A Celebration

of Trout”
Sat., Feb. 7, 2004
Oshkosh Convention Center &

Park Plaza Hotel, Oshkosh

Mark your calendar for Wisconsin TU’s 19th annual

State Council Banquet

FEATURING...outdoor

writer Michael Furtman

Award-winning writer
is author of

numerous books, including
“Trout Country” and “A
Boundary Waters Fishing
Guide.” He was recently
named Ducks Unlimited’s
communicator of the year.

Furtman regularly writes a conservation
column for magazine.
Furtman recently critiqued the Bush
administration’s wetland and energy policies.
He is expected to address the conservation
record of the current administration.

Michael

Furtman

Midwest Fly Fishing

Special auction item...

A one-of-a-kind wall
hanging titled “Worth
the Hike” is available in
a pre-banquet raffle.
Created by

, the quilt
features a mountain
setting and several
trout. Tickets are $10
each from Larry Meicher (note it is for
the raffle) or through your chapter.

with a master tying demonstration.

Ellie

Cannan

Plus Tim Landwehr
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Jon’s ‘last cast’
By Jon Christiansen

WITU Chair
I expect that most of you trout

fishers have a place in your mind’s
eye where you would go if you had
to fish one last time. It might be that
exotic stream half-way across the
world or a famous western tailwater.
For me, it would be a very small
stream in southwestern Wisconsin. I
have only seen this river twice in my
life, but if you sat down to design
the perfect Coulee Country stream,
this would be it.

I was introduced to this stream
by the ever-generous John Bethke.
Perhaps because I overbid for his
guide services at a State Council
banquet, he felt obliged to show a
friend and me some of the best wa-
ter in Crawford County. In any
event, to get to this stream, we had
to get off the beaten path, trudge
through a cornfield, jump a couple
of fences, and walk through a valley
so beautiful that if you had the mon-
ey, you would buy it on the spot.

The river came trickling off the
top of a ridge from a spring some
ways distant. It ended up against the
side of the shear face of a long hill,
worn away by the effects of thou-
sands of years of flow to create a
sort of “mini-Dells.” The limestone
formations were variegated and
smooth The result was that the river
ran cold and deep up against the
side of the rock face. In places the
river was five feet wide and in oth-
ers, where there was less drop, it was
30 feet wide. 

And by the way, it was chock full
of fish. These fish were our native
brook trout, and because they were
in this off-the-beaten-path, not-

very-well-known, not-worth-much-
bothering-with, stream, they grew to
a nice size. Most of the trout were 8-
10 inches, but there were several
that nudged above a foot.

The fishing was rather a chal-
lenge, both because the trout were
very spooky and because there were
branches overhanging the stream
that compelled a rather precise side-
arm cast. However, as is the case
with brook trout anywhere, a good
cast yielded a take without hesita-
tion. You have heard endlessly that
brook trout can be described as a
“jewel” or a “riot of color.” The best
description I ever heard was “a fish
in a clown suit.” The fish on that day
were pretty beyond description,
both because of the sunlight stream-
ing through the trees into that small
canyon, and because the setting was
so painfully beautiful that you were
tempted to literally beg for time to
stand still.

John would probably tell you the
name of this stream, give you direc-
tions, and probably even take you
there himself, if you asked nicely
and dug your toe in the dirt a while.
However, I won’t, because the last
thing this place needs is 4,000 Wis-
consin TU members charging into
that hollow and putting flies over
those gullible little brookies. No,
those brookies do not need a cast of
thousands or a thousand casts. What
they do need is for people to care
about the quality of the water in
which those fish swim. They need
cool, deep places to hide and spawn.
But most of all, they need clean wa-
ter. The brown trout I love to fish
for on my home stream are wily and
challenging, but being a European
import, they are adapted to a far

wider range of conditions. The
brook trout is special in that regard,
almost like the canary in the coal
mine, showing us when we have
managed to mess up our water.

If I have the choice about where
I fish on my last day, I expect I’ll try
to get my son or my friends (if
they’re still around) to drag, push,
or carry me out to that little stream
to try a tangle with one more brook
trout. And if — Lord willing — it is
30 or more years from now, I hope
that the water of that small coulee
stream is still clean and cold enough
to support good old-fashioned Wis-
consin brook trout.

We owe a responsibility as stew-
ards of this earth to those brook

trout in that little stream, and the
next one over, and the next one past
that, to make sure that that water is
clean and cold. That means that we
have to prevent polluted runoff. It
means that we have to make sure
that we don’t extract so much water
from our aquifers that our streams
run dry. It means that we have to
encourage responsible agriculture,
development, and road building. It
means that, time and time again, we
have to push against the forces that
look only to today, instead of tomor-
row. It means to me, above all, that
to save the fish in the clown suit, we
have to make sure that our organi-
zation and others like it remain vi-
brant, committed, and active. 

Jon Christiansen

Polluted runoff ‘champions’ to lead chapters’ work
By Lou Gauen

The State Council’s polluted run-
off committee has begun a push for
chapter involvement in the effort to
control nonpoint pollution in Wis-
consin. 

At last year’s State Council meet-
ing in February, the TU Midwest of-
fice in Madison and the polluted
runoff committee put on an all-day
training session facilitated by TU’s
Laura Hewitt and Russ Schnitzer.
The focus of this meeting was the
distribution and overview of a hand-
book that covered how TU could
address nonpoint pollution. TU
members from 14 chapters across
the state attended this training.

One year later, while there has
been some effort in this area, we are
not taking advantage of the new
laws that cover nonpoint pollution
or working with farmers, construc-
tion companies, and municipalities
to try and curb runoff pollution. 

Recently more and more articles
are appearing talking about the fu-
ture shortage of water and how
pressure will be felt by the Great
Lakes states as the need for water
becomes more acute. We in Wiscon-
sin TU can have an effect on clean
water in our state and protect our
fishing future at the same time.
Nonpoint champions being 
sought

The polluted runoff committee is
asking every chapter to appoint
chapter coordinators (known as
“nonpoint champions”) who will
work with chapter members in im-
plementing the strategies in the Pol-
luted Runoff Toolkit. 

The state committee will be in
contact with the nonpoint champi-
ons on a frequent conference call
basis or, if needed, visits to offer

whatever support, recruitment help,
or technical aid is needed. 

The state committee will also
make sure the State Council’s web

site is updated with contacts and
other information as it becomes
available for use by the coordinators
and their chapter members.

TU Midwest hires Breiby for coaster program
Trout Unlimited National hired

Todd Breiby in November to serve
as TU’s coaster brook trout pro-
gram coordinator.

Breiby is based in the Madison
office and will work solely on ef-
forts to bring back the coaster in
the Lake Superior Basin. 

To reach that goal, Breiby will
be working with a diverse partner-
ship of county, state, federal, and
tribal agencies. These partners are
located in Michigan, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, and Canada in a basin-
wide effort.

The coaster brook trout pro-
gram has been moving forward
and gaining momentum over the
last few years due to the diligence
and hard work of the many people
representing the 26 public and pri-
vate groups involved in this unique
partnership. As the program has
gained momentum, it was deter-
mined a staff person devoted to
the coaster effort was needed. 

The partnership approached
the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation to fund ongoing coast-
er management and research ef-
forts, including this position. And
thanks to the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation, TU now has
someone on the ground devoted
to the recovery effort.

Breiby’s first order of business
will entail meeting with a group of
folks within the partnership who
have been approached to develop
and implement a basin-wide joint
outreach and communication plan
for Lake Superior. Those in-
volved represent TU, TU Canada,
Minnesota Sea Grant, and the
University of Wisconsin Exten-
sion. Breiby will also coordinate
several on-the-ground projects,
and in the future he will help ini-
tiate other efforts. 

Outreach efforts will focus on
private landowners, local govern-
ments, local and regional commu-
nity organizations (including TU
chapters and councils), and the
general public. Breiby will be:
• providing updates on coaster

research and management ef-
forts across the Lake Superior
Basin, 

• distributing information on
how to protect and restore hab-
itat crucial to coaster recovery
and sustainability, and 

• showing partners how you can
help. 
The coaster brook trout pro-

gram is a community-wide effort
to bring sustainable populations
back to the basin and provide op-
portunities for a coaster fishery. It

is one where participation by
members of the community will be
essential in bringing back the
coaster.

A native Wisconsinite, Breiby
now resides in Spring Green with
his wife, Stephanie. As an avid
outdoors person, he can usually be
found hiking or canoeing the
beautiful trails and waterways
across Wisconsin, and now per-
haps he’ll even be able to find time
to dust off his rod and reel. You
can reach Breiby at (608) 255-0361
or tbreiby@tu.org.

Todd Breiby
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Legislative Committee report

Job Creation Act TU’s top concern in recent weeks
By Jeff Smith 

Legislative Committee Chair
This article will provide an up-

date of current legislative issues, re-
mind members of TU’s legislative
priorities, and discuss the State
Council’s role in the state’s legisla-
tive process.
Job Creation Act

Once again we find ourselves
beating back anti-environmental ini-
tiatives. The current culprit is the
so-called Jobs Creation Act of 2003.
The bill attempts to streamline the
DNR air and surface water permit-
ting process. But it does so by allow-
ing individuals to move streams and
dredge streams and lakes without a
DNR permit. It also lowers the
state’s air pollution standards and
chokes the state’s rule making pro-
cess. Finally, the bill runs against the
Public Trust Doctrine and, accord-
ing to the Justice Department, is un-
constitutional.

The bill was introduced and
made public at 3:00 p.m. one day in
mid-November and there was a
hearing on it the next day — not
fair. The mix of testimony was basi-
cally business people who had hor-
ror stories about DNR permitting
and environmentalists complaining
about the legislative process. No
one really had time to read the bill.

The Governor’s Office is, at this
writing, negotiating with some legis-
lators and business associations to
try and reach a compromised pack-
age making more modest changes to
the air and water permitting pro-
cesses and standards. The environ-
mental community (including TU)
has expressed to both the Gover-
nor’s Office and Secretary Hassett
our disappointment that we are not
at the negotiating table.   
High-capacity well legislation

The other legislation that’s im-
portant to mention is regulating
high-capacity wells. If you recall,
DNR can only disapprove a high ca-
pacity well (one that pumps more
than 100,000 gallons a day) if it im-
pacts a municipal well. This has
caused enormous problems in vari-
ous parts of the state where ground-
water is getting scarce. Represent-
ative Johnsrud (Chair of the Assem-
bly Natural Resource Committee)
and Senator Kedzie (Chair of the
Senate Environment Committee)
have drafted a bill and asked for
comments. 

The bill basically enables DNR
to disapprove or modify a permit if
it adversely affects the environment.
I sent TU’s suggestions to strength-
en the bill in mid October. DNR al-
so has a bill out for comments and I
gave them similar suggestions.

Those bills will be introduced prob-
ably by the time you are reading
Wisconsin Trout. Not everyone will
agree, but this is probably TU’s
highest legislative priority.
Shoreland zoning update

Another legislative initiative is a
redo of the states shore land man-
agement rules, or NR115. These
rules were prepared by a committee
of 25 people with varying interests.
Bill Pielsticker, President of SWTU

Chapter, represented TU. The rules
are a major improvement and will
enhance water quality. DNR has
just finished a series of listening ses-
sions around the state and many of
you volunteered your time to speak
in support. Thanks much.
TU’s legislative agenda

TU has six issues that we are
working on consistently. 

Continued on p. 8

Trout Unlimited’s role in 
the legislative process

By Jeff Smith
Through recent communications 
it has come to my attention that 
many of TU’s membership does 
not understand what TU’s legis-
lative activities involve. This is an 
attempt to explain that. 
The State Council has a Legisla-
tive Committee consisting of my-
self (Chair), Jon Christiansen 
(State Council Chair), Duke Wel-
ter (Past Council Chair), Stu 
Grimstad (Water Resources 
Chair), and Dan Wisniewski (TU 
member). Although not a mem-
ber of the Committee, SWTU 
President Bill Pielsticker spends 
a lot of time on TU’s legislative 
program.
The roles of the committee are 
to collaborate on legislative pro-
posals, take positions on legisla-
tive initiatives, create and amend 
our legislative agenda, and de-
velop strategies to have suc-
cesses with our legislative 
program. The committee oper-
ates on a consensus basis. 
We’ve never voted.
My role is to keep the Committee 
informed of legislative undertak-
ings, coordinate representation 
of TU before legislative commit-
tees and other legislative 
groups, discuss our legislative 
agenda with individual legisla-
tors, their staff, DNR and the 
Governor’s Office, write letters of 
support or opposition to key leg-
islators, and work with other 
conservation/environmental 
groups to influence favorable 
legislative outcomes. 
Most of my legislative activities 
are devoted to this last effort. 
There are a number of environ-
mental coalitions to which TU is 
a member and I’ll mention three. 
First is the Clean Water Coalition 
(CWC) consisting of 16 organi-
zations including The Sierra 
Club, River Alliance of Wiscon-
sin, Wisconsin Public Interest 
Research Group, Wisconsin As-
sociation of Lakes, Wisconsin 
Audubon Council, Wisconsin 
Stewardship Network, and oth-
ers. I represent TU on its Steer-
ing Committee. This coalition 
works on legislative matters on a 
bi-weekly basis as well as being 
in close touch via e-mail on a 
daily, often hourly, basis. 
This coalition has established 
three priorities on its Legislative 
Agenda — high-capacity wells, 
monitoring implementation of 
the Clean Water Act, and fund-
ing levels for DNR’s water pro-
grams. We mostly collaborate 
on legislative strategies and dis-
cuss different roles for different 

groups in communicating to 
DNR, legislators, and the Gover-
nor’s Office.
Second is the League of Wis-
consin Conservation Voters. This 
organization of about 10 conser-
vation groups develops a con-
servation legislative agenda, 
communicates that agenda to 
the entire Legislature, and then 
grades each legislator on their 
conservation voting record after 
each legislative session. 
Third is what has been called the 
E-Team. This group consists of 
basically the same organizations 
in the CWC but the meetings are 
called and chaired by the Gover-
nor’s Office policy staff. The pur-
pose of this relatively new group 
is to establish two-way commu-
nications between the Gover-
nor’s Office and environmental 
(E) groups. Most often, the Gov-
ernor’s staff informs us of their 
legislative efforts and tries to 
gain our support. And the envi-
ronmental groups do the same 
with the Governor’s staff. There 
are conflicts. There are similar 
meetings with DNR Secretary 
Hassett. These are called Enviro 
meetings and we get together 
bi-monthly.
Finally, I need to mention the in-
volvement of TU’s membership 
in legislative matters. On occa-
sion we have asked members to 
testify on legislation or to write 
legislators supporting or oppos-
ing bills. You have responded 
amazingly and I thank you. 
For example, a few years ago 
when the US Supreme Court 
ruled that the Army Corps of En-
gineers had no jurisdiction per-
mitting alterations to isolated 
wetlands. That left each isolated 
wetlands totally unprotected. 
Jon Christiansen sent a request, 
via a postcard, that you write 
your legislators supporting a bill 
that would give DNR jurisdiction. 
You responded so well that a 
staff person of the Assembly Mi-
nority Leader told me that TU’s 
correspondence really turned 
that issue around.
I won’t ask you to testify or write 
too often because first, it has to 
be a huge issue, second it is ex-
pensive to do a mass-mailing re-
quest and finally, I understand 
fully that it takes up your time. 
When I do ask for membership’s 
participation in legislative mat-
ters, you can be assured it is ex-
tremely important. Thanks much 
for your actions.  
That’s TU’s legislative program 
in a nutshell. To summarize — 
it’s all communication. 

BILL: jobs bill would hurt trout
Continued from p. 1

The Doyle administration has re-
ceiving criticism from many in the
environmental and conservation
community for not including them
in the actual face-to-face negotia-
tions to improve the bill, especially
in light of the fact that representa-
tives of the building and develop-
ment community have been active
in this process. 

Earlier it was learned that a law-
yer representing the state’s builders
supplied actual wordings for the

original bill’s water provisions. No
conservation or environmental
groups were involved in the drafting
of the bill’s language.

While not including these leaders
in the negotiations, the Doyle ad-
ministration has updated TU and
others on the status of negotiations
at a couple points in the talks.

TU members are encouraged to
stay tuned to this compromise legis-
lation when it is released in early
January to ensure it does not com-
promise. 

Mike’sMike’sMike’sMike’s

ServiceServiceServiceService
in Langladein Langladein Langladein Langlade

We have all theWe have all theWe have all theWe have all the

sports licensessports licensessports licensessports licenses

Fenwick and St. Croix rods, waders,

vests, custom nets by Neil Sanvidge.

Also a good supply of the favorite

local patterns and other flies.

We hav
e what

works!

715-882-8901  •  Hwy. 64 & 55, Langlade715-882-8901  •  Hwy. 64 & 55, Langlade715-882-8901  •  Hwy. 64 & 55, Langlade715-882-8901  •  Hwy. 64 & 55, Langlade

Stop and ask Mike what’s working. Or call ahead for
info on where and how to fish the famous Wolf River. 
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Atty. General says Jobs Bill 
may be unconstitutional
The following is Asst. Attorney 
General Tom Dawson’s 
testimony pertaining to the 
water provisions of Assembly 
Bill 655 as given by before the 
Joint Committee on Finance on 
Nov. 15, 2003.

I am Thomas Dawson. I am an
assistant attorney general and direc-
tor of the environmental protection
unit of the Wisconsin Department
of Justice. I am here to speak at the
direction of Attorney General Peg
Lautenschlager.

The Attorney General strongly
opposes this bill. This “Jobs Cre-
ation Act” appears more to be a
wolf in sheep’s clothing, intended
more to eat our citizens’ natural re-
sources, clean air and clean water,
than to significantly deliver or save
any jobs.

We have seen no analysis that
suggests that this massive bill to
cripple environmental protections
would have any significant impact
on creating or saving jobs.  

For sure, Wisconsin needs many
more good paying jobs. But, this bill
clearly does not do that. 

Stripped of the spin and label,
this bill instead does other things.
Contrary to the assertions of the
bill’s proponents, the bill does sig-
nificantly lower environmental stan-
dards.

The bill abdicates the state’s con-
stitutionally mandated duties under
the public trust doctrine of naviga-
ble waters. The bill violates the
Clean Air Act, and bars the state
from acting to fill the gaps in that
law that are needed to protect our
citizens and children from polluted
air. It violates the doctrine of sepa-
ration of powers.
Major revisions of law require 
adequate public notice and 
hearing

This 114-page bill proposes to
radically repeal and revise long-
standing statutory laws that have
served this State well for decades.

Those laws, the product of care-
ful and deliberate drafting and evo-
lution over decades, have struck a
careful and fair balance between the
rights of the public in our public wa-
ters and natural resources — with
the rights of property owners and in-
dividuals.

We find many of these repeals
and revisions to be unconstitutional
under state law, and illegal under
existing federal law.  

However, before stating those
findings, we find it necessary to ex-
press our shock at the secrecy, mag-
nitude and lightning speed with
which this massive sea-change in
Wisconsin law is being ram-rodded
through the Legislature.  

It is clear that this 114-page, 292-
section, bill has been worked on and
drafted for months by industry law-
yers and legislators. Yet, the public
has been given less than a day to ab-
sorb this massive document, let
alone to review, analyze and com-
ment on it.

This process is not consistent
with democratic principles, or with
Wisconsin’s heritage of public par-
ticipation in the policy-making pro-
cess.

Because of the extremely short
time we were given to review this
bill, we believe there are likely to be
other issues that we have not had
time to find, review, and comment
on.

However, we address the follow-
ing specific issues in the bill.

Navigable water provisions
Thirty-seven pages of the bill are

devoted to repealing and revising
our longstanding laws for the pro-
tection of public rights in our state’s
waters. This bill would weaken cur-
rent environmental protections of
our public waters.

Under current law, those who
would alter, change or destroy pub-
licly owned waters, or publicly en-
joyed rights to use our waterways,
are prohibited from doing so unless
their proposed activities are re-
viewed, modified and permitted by
the DNR according to environmen-
tal and legal standards, after public
notice, and subject to court review.
Private property owners and the
public who might be injured by
these activities have a say in that
process.

As a result of this process, people
generally get their permits without
injuring other property owners or
the environment. We understand
that 92% of chapter 30 applicants
got their permits, most in less than 7
weeks, last year. It appears this bill
is throwing out the baby with the
8% washwater who did not get their
permits more quickly, or not at all,
and without determining what por-
tion of that 8% have justifiable com-
plaints.

This bill would provide exemp-
tions, and blanket approvals called
general permits, for the most com-
monly undertaken and cumulatively
harmful activities in our waterways.
Significantly, these blanket approv-
als of potentially destructive activi-
ties would be required without
consideration of public rights and
interests, and without any opportu-
nity for hearing.

The United States Supreme
Court, in striking a proposal by the
State of Illinois to allow a railroad
company to use part of the bed of
Lake Michigan for the company’s
business purposes:

“...The state can no more abdi-
cate its trust over property in which
the whole people are interested, like
navigable waters and the soils under
them, so as to leave them entirely
under the control of private parties
…than it can abdicate its police
powers...”

Under this longstanding rule of
law, this legislature simply has no
authority to advance private busi-
ness interests over those of the pub-
lic when it comes to these resources,
and this bill appears to do just that.

Without these constitutionally
protected safeguards, enunciated by
our U.S. and Wisconsin Supreme
Courts, and consistently upheld
throughout Wisconsin’s history, the
bill's provisions are constitutionally
flawed. They cannot be legally de-
fended. The court has consistently
held that public rights are entitled
to the same, and in fact superior,
protections as private rights. Yet,
this bill relegates public rights to
second class status. A legislatively
enacted legal presumption in favor
of actions that can harm or destroy
significant public rights in our wa-
ters would be an unconstitutional
abrogation of the duty of the State
to protect our waters.
Conclusion

We urge this Committee to reject
this bill. We urge you to develop
public policy that is legal, constitu-
tional, by consensus, by involving
the public, and by involving all of us
who want to create meaningful em-
ployment opportunities for our citi-
zens. 

Thank you for the opportunity to
speak with you today.

Alberta Darling John Gard Curt Gielow Glenn Grothman

Scott Gunderson Eugene Hahn Mark Honadel Michael Huebsch

Jean Hundertmark Suzanne Jeskewitz DuWayne Johnsrud Theodore Kanavas

Dean Kaufert Neal Kedzie Steve Kestell Judy Krawczyk

Robin Kreibich Bonnie Ladwig Joe Leibham Dan Meyer

Phil Montgomery Stephen Nass Alvin Ott Carol Owens

Mary Panzer Cathy Stepp Scott Suder John Townsend

Robert Welch Jeffrey Wood David Zien

Legislative sponsors of bill 
to hurt state’s trout waters

The following Legislators
were sponsors of AB655/SB313,
the much-criticized Job Cre-
ation Act of 2003 that would
have allowed activities that
would have damaged nearly all
of the state’s trout streams.

Though this bill is currently
being reworked to reduce its
damaging provisions to the
state’s air and water, these Leg-
islators put their name on the
original bill and stood by its pro-
visions.
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Chapter president profile

Bob Chamberlain ending term as Central president
By John Gremmer

You see Bob Chamberlain at all
our Central Wisconsin TU activities,
be it working in a local trout
streams, removing brush, or ad-
dressing the crowd at our banquet.

As our current president, he leads
by example and cares deeply about
trout and the environs they inhabit.
And he hopes to see CWTU contin-
ue to progress.

A part of Bob’s vision for CWTU
was to increase attendance at our
board and membership meetings.
That vision has been realized. We
now regularly see 15 or more at the
board sessions, 30 or more at our
many informational programs, and
we’ve tripled our turnouts at work-
days. 

Bob has strongly urged the public
be invited to our meetings and activ-

ities through notices to the various
media. We are now in our second
year of exciting programs that have
included renowned fish sportsmen
and guides like Ray Larson and Tim
and Bart Landwehr, biologists like
Dr. Ray White and Dr. Bob Hunt,

authors like Ross
Mueller and Steve
Nelson, and wild-
life experts like El-
ward Engle.

Bob encour-
aged the creation
of a web site for
our chapter (visit it
at www.cwtu.org).
Bob also started
our new, all-day
Trout Outing that
introduces people
to our area’s trout
streams and to TU.
Last year, the Out-
ing in May intro-
duced 25
individuals, young
and old, to a guid-

ed fishing experience on the Mecan
River, followed by a picnic along its
banks.

Our chapter also conducts an in-
door Funday in February or March
which has grown from a small gath-
ering in Berlin to a large event. On
February 28 in Winneconne, our
next Funday will include seminars,
fly tyers, rod builders, fly shop reps,
artists, environmentalists from
around the state, and more. 

During Bob’s tenure, our Mas-
ter’s Fly Tying Series was estab-
lished. This event consists of five
Wisconsin Fly Tying Masters, each

teaching the tying of their special-
ties. With new chapter video equip-
ment, 25 tyers can get a live, close-
up view of each master’s instruc-
tions and duplicate them. This se-
ries, chaired by John Gremmer, has
become a very popular event and is
a recruitment tool for our chapter.

Bob has also supported those
CWTU activities that have been
successful in the past, such as our
annual CWTU Fly Fishing School,
administered by Dan Harmon III,
now coming into its 28th year. He
supports and contributes to our
newsletter which is published by
Dan and Gail Colligan with mailing
help from Ray Piehl.

Bob was born in 1926 in Marion,
Iowa, and graduated from the local
high school. After service as a motor
machinists mate in the Pacific am-
phibs during WWII, he graduated
from Iowa State with a degree in
mechanical engineering. Two weeks
after discharge, Bob married Jane.

Bob’s work history is varied. In
high school he clerked for the Mil-

waukee Road. After col-
lege, he joined LinkBelt
Speeder Corporation
and, later, Gidding-
Lewis in Fond du Lac.
He finally retired in
1983.

Volunteer service has
been a large component
of his life. He has been
active with the Boy
Scouts of America in
several positions on lo-
cal, state, and national
levels and is a past presi-
dent of the Fondy Jay-
cees.

Jane and Bob have
five children and 12
grandchildren. Their son
and his sons have fol-
lowed Bob and Jane’s
footsteps as fly fishing
enthusiasts.

Bob doesn’t believe a
TU president should try
to do everything, an ap-
proach that eventually
leads to burnout. He be-
lieves in finding quali-
fied, committed people
and allowing them to do
the job. When people
have completed an
event, Bob never fails to

sincerely thank them and indicate
how important their contributions
have been.

Bob runs a tight meeting and is
an experienced parliamentarian and
has the diplomatic ability to keep
people on task. As he now finishes
his last few months as president, he
has volunteered to be secretary and
to continue involvement with our
annual banquet.

Bob became interested in trout
fishing while living in Duluth during
the 1930s. “I went with my Dad sev-
eral times, but was limited to fishing
from the bridge crossing a marsh

where he fished with a friend.
Caught a few with bait, but it wasn’t
really exciting for a twelve-year-
old....being stuck in one spot, I
mean.”

“Fortunately, Duluth has several
trout streams within the city limits,”
Bob remembers, “I could fish a cou-
ple by walking from our apartment
downtown. One day, a guy came
along a stream and asked if he could
fish in my stretch. With my approv-
al, he promptly caught four fish,
swish-swish, where I’d spent the day
and merely caught two. I was too
awed to ask what the heck he was
doing, but was mighty intrigued.

“About a month later, the same
guy came along, again asked permis-
sion and caught three more fish in
front of me. This time, when I
pressed for an explanation, he
showed me his fly rod and fly and
explained a bit about trout foods.
With my interest, he recommended
reading Zane Grey at the public li-
brary and thus eventually gave me
fantasies on faraway fishing experi-
ences.”

Bob and his Jane became fishing
partners soon after their marriage.
Combining travel with chasing rain-
bows, they have fished in Canada,
Switzerland, Chile, Argentina, and
New Zealand, plus in a number of
states in this country, including
Alaska.

Bob and Jane’s favorite place is
Los Allerces National Park in Ar-
gentina where Bob twice landed a
so-called “grand slam” of brook,
brown, rainbow, and landlocked
salmon. His biggest rainbow mea-
sured 36 inches in Alaska; the big-
gest brown was 28 inches in Chile.
Jane has caught the biggest fish on
several trips and she doesn’t let Bob
forget that.

Bob has been a TU member
since 1967 when he had a business
assignment in Madison. Bob says,
“We used to meet at the Big Boy
Restaurant on East Washington, but
I didn’t know our chapter’s genesis
arose there until our first CWTU
president, Dr. Tom Poullette, re-
cently told me. At that time, about
eight guys would come to the meet-
ings there. Later in 1971 and after I
returned to Fond du Lac, National
TU assigned us to the Fox Valley
Chapter. There I was eventually
awarded a 15-year pin which I still
wear on my fly jacket. After my re-
tirement, we moved to Green Lake
County and National switched us
again to the Central Wisconsin
Chapter.

When I asked Bob what he
gained from TU after all these
years, he said it was the chance to
meet and work with dedicated peo-
ple who want to protect, conserve,
and improve coldwater resources.
Says Bob, “The camaraderie is out-
standing.”

(John Gremmer is a CWTU mem-
ber and frequent contributor of photo-
graphs to Wisconsin Trout. -Ed.)

BOB CHAMBERLAIN
Bob lands a nice trout on South Island in New Zealand in 1999 and relaxes during a quiet 
moment at last year’s CWTU banquet with Dan Harmon III.

LEGISLATION: TU following various conservation issues 
Continued from p. 6
• High-capacity wells — This issue

was explained above.
• Repeal the Cranberry Exemption

— The cranberry industry is ex-
empt from DNR’s surface water
permitting process due to a law
enacted in the mid 1800s. As
such they can divert and pollute a
stream or lake.

• Fish kill response teams — I
have asked DNR Secretary Has-

sett to have his agency develop a
regional plan to respond to fish
kills. The plan would identify the
specific people involved and de-
fine their role, list all equipment
needed, etc. DNR has a general
manual on this but we think it
should be more specific to the
DNR Region. (Note that this is
not a legislative matter.) 

• Trout stamp positions — When
the Trout Stamp was created in

the 1977-79 budget, there was an
agreement that these additional
resources would be used to add
to habitat development and not
replace segregated (fishing and
hunting fees) funds. Over time
that level of funding has been
lost in the sense of not knowing
what it is. (However, we do know
there is some level of segregated
positions working on trout habi-
tat.) We are now negotiating with

DNR to establish a new segregat-
ed funding base. (Note that this
is not a legislative matter.) 

• Public Intervenor — Re-estab-
lish the Office of Public Interve-
nor to serve as an environmental
watchdog for the state.

• DNR Secretary — Reinstate the
law which provides for DNR
Board appointment rather than
the Governor.
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Public favors protective 
shoreland zoning rules

By Bill Pielsticker
As the official representative of

Wisconsin TU on the WDNR’s
Shoreland Rules Advisory Commit-
tee that has met in recent months, I
have been asked to review the pro-
posal the WDNR put before the
public in a series of “listening ses-
sions” over the past eight weeks.

The listening sessions were held
across the state, and the public
spoke approximately 3-to-1 in favor
of the more protective water quality
and habitat options discussed at the
sessions. 

In brief, the following options
are the more protective measures
being considered:
• A narrow viewing corridor,
• A deeper primary buffer,
• Full 75’ setback for boathouses,
• Structures limited to 1,500

square feet of habitable living
space,

• Minimum building area of 5,000
feet,

• Limits on impervious surface ar-
ea, and

• Strict limits on camping dura-
tion.
The actual options package is 13

pages long and merits a bit of expla-
nation. When the legislation requir-
ing protection of the shoreland zone
was enacted in 1966, all buildings
within 75 feet of the shore of lakes
and rivers and outside the bounds of
cities and villages became “non-con-
forming.” A strict interpretation of
the law would require these build-
ings to be moved or removed from
that 75-foot buffer zone. 

This has caused a great deal of
controversy as the DNR rules to im-
plement the law were applied by lo-
cal officials throughout the state.
Officials in the DNR decided now is
a good time to update the shoreland
rules, and convened an official advi-
sory committee in September 2003.  
Advisory committee finishes

Over a year later, the advisory
committee has completed its initial
work and the result is the options
package now ready for Listening
Sessions. While removing all struc-
tures within the 75-foot buffer zone
likely would result in a vast im-
provement I water quality, commit-
tee members agreed this isn’t going
to happen any time soon. 

Instead, we focused on structur-
ing the regulations in a way to ac-
complish real improvements in
water quality in the short term,
while letting market forces deter-
mine how and when buildings now
in the buffer area are eventually
moved or removed.  

This proposal divides the 75-foot
buffer into a primary buffer (near
shore) and a secondary buffer. The
focus of the rule is to protect and re-
store native vegetation in the near
shore area, based on the scientific
evidence that doing so has a direct
and positive impact on water quali-
ty, thereby protecting and enhanc-
ing the state’s waters. In turn,
improved water quality has a direct
and positive impact on property val-
ues. At the same time, the proposal
seeks to provide landowners with
reasonable use of their property, as
reflected in different standards for
the secondary buffer. 
Buffer depths

The first option is what depth to
make the primary buffer. Most stud-
ies show that a wider buffer will
yield greater improvement in water
quality. Clearly, a 50-foot primary
buffer is preferred. However, should

the final rule revision call for a 35
foot primary buffer, the mitigation
practices that will also be included
(see below) will insure that citizen's
of Wisconsin will see real improve-
ment in water quality faster than un-
der the existing rule. Related to the
primary buffer option is the width of
the Viewing Access Corridor. Main-
taining or restoring native vegeta-
tion in the Viewing Access Corridor
is not required, so a narrow corridor
is likely to provide more benefit to
our natural resources than a wider
one.  
Boat houses

The next option is where to lo-
cate boathouses. The more protec-
tive option is to require them to be
setback 75 feet from the ordinary
high watermark. This is especially
important given the history of peo-
ple converting boathouses into liv-
ing space — a problem attested to
by several zoning administrators on
the advisory committee. 
Non-conforming structures

The real heart of the rule revi-
sion relates to dealing with non-con-
forming structures (cabins, homes,
garages, etc.) within the 75-foot
buffer. The proposal scraps the ex-
isting rule governing improvement
of structures within the buffer (im-
provements can be made, but not to
exceed 50% of the value of the
structure — with disputes common
over how that is calculated, and dif-
ferent jurisdictions applying it in
widely different ways). 

Instead, we are offered several
choices. The first is to limit im-
provements and expansions to struc-
tures of 750 square feet or more.
This is most protective and removes
the likelihood of turning a shed into
a house. 

The next choice is how to limit
the maximum size of the principal
structure — both options apply a
1,500 square foot limit on the build-
ing footprint, but the second option
allows for a second story on a build-
ing. Since this will likely be accom-
panied by more intensive use of the
site, the first option is most protec-
tive. Also, since the goal is to allow
continued use of existing homes and
cabins but to limit their size in order
to encourage their eventual removal
in favor of a larger building at least
75 feet from the water, allowing up-
ward expansion runs counter to that
goal.

Next is the question of how to
apply the rule to buildings that
straddle two zones. Again, the most
restrictive (Option A) is the most
protective. 
Major reconstruction

The question of what constitutes
major reconstruction is critical for
triggering the requirement to move
or remove the structure. Proposal A
is the more restrictive option, and
will trigger earlier removal of exist-
ing buildings from the 75-foot buff-
er.

Lot size options are a means to
address density, with the real focus
on the cumulative impact of septic
systems on lakes. While narrower
but sewered lots appear to provide
more protection to water quality, we
have to factor in the Viewing Access
Corridor and the cumulative impact
of more VACs in the primary buffer.
Proposal A is therefore more pro-
tective. Establishing a minimum
buildable lot size is also more pro-
tective. 

The options for Multiple Family
Developments and for Conservation
Developments are between current

law and the new proposal. In each
case, the new proposal is more pro-
tective. 

The discussion of options for set-
back reductions for nonconforming
lots is another area that illustrates
the effort by most members of the
committee to find ways to allow
owners to use their property for a
modest-sized home or cabin, while
restoring or maintaining the prima-
ry buffer. Clearly, allowing no build-
ings on nonconforming lots would
be more protective, we did not feel
that was a viable option in the cur-
rent political climate, as well as in-
equitable.  

Filling, grading, etc. would be re-
vised to allow for retaining walls in
some very limited circumstances. 
Impervious surfaces

The proposal to set a cap on, and
require mitigation for, impervious
surfaces is an important one for wa-
ter quality. The science is very clear
on this, both for coldwater and for
warm water lakes and streams. Run-
off from impervious surfaces de-
grades water quality and should be

minimized or mitigated through
BMPs (Option A).

The current law does not address
mitigation. The mitigation proposal
is the cornerstone of this revision.
Only through mitigation will we see
real water quality benefits even
while nonconforming structures re-
main in use.

The current law is silent on agri-
cultural and forestlands. This pro-
posal adds helpful standards for
both.  
Recreational camping areas

The proposal also adds signifi-
cant language on recreational areas.
They exist and will continue to exist,
so we need some standards to ad-
dress their impact on water quality.
The new language does a fair job of
seeking to obtain water quality ben-
efits while not prohibiting recre-
ation areas. 

Following the Listening Sessions,
DNR staff will review the public re-
action with the advisory committee,
then write the actual rules proposal.
Their goal is to take the rule to for-
mal public hearings later in 2004. 

Legislative notification system 
available on the web

A web-based Wisconsin Legislative Notification System is now
running that allows anyone the opportunity to follow legislation by re-
ceiving daily or weekly e-mails for specific legislative activities. 

You can choose items by Proposal, Committee, Author, or Subject
and can select the activities for which you would like to receive notifi-
cations. The notification system will let you know when bills are intro-
duced, when hearings will be held, and other activities surrounding
legislation.

You will find the site at http://notify.legis.state.wi.us.

Hand-woven, offering legendary casting 
performance not possible with ordinary 
mono or braided leaders. Proven durability, 
leader life measured in seasons, not hours 
or days. Six sizes for 0 to 10 line weights. 
Saltwater too! From $11.95. See our new 
StillWater leaders.
Read what customers are saying: 
“I have been fly fishing for 25 years...the 

best I’ve seen...” R.I., Virginia. 
“Absolutely the best leader I’ve ever used.” 

D. F., Wisconsin. 
“Nothing is as smooth and easy for fly pre-

sentation.” P. L., Ledyard, Conn.

For the full story and secure ordering, 
go to: BlueSkyFly.com 

Ph./Fax 920-430-1239 • E-mail: info@blueskyfly.com
1163 Garland St., Green Bay, WI 54301• Dealers welcome 
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Aldo Leopold Chapter

A huge thank-you to those chap-
ters who have donated to our chap-
ter. Since the last Wisconsin Trout,
we received additional donations
from the Shaw-Paca and Southern
Wisconsin chapters. All told, we re-
ceived $750 in donations from other
chapters, for which I am immensely
thankful. These donations give us
some breathing room to continue
our chapter building without having
to worry so much about fundraising.
As the commercials say, this is
priceless.

At our October board meeting
Kevin Searock was formally elected
chapter secretary. Jeremy Jongeb-
loed continues as treasurer. Kevin
has been and remains responsible

for editing our newsletter. Teresa
Searock has volunteered to be in
charge of new member outreach.
Many thanks to Teresa.  

We continue to pursue coopera-
tive relations with a number of local
groups on stream protection and
improvement, including The
Friends of Rowan Creek, Friends of
Scenic Lodi Valley, and the Ho-
Chunk Nation. By working with
these like-minded groups we hope
to increase the effectiveness of our
conservation efforts and build a
stronger network of protection for
our streams.  

We are planning some work days
on Lodi Spring Creek in the spring
and are happy to announce that the

East Branch Feeder stream will be
added to the “official” trout stream
list after the first of January. This
listing, plus a hoped-for purchase of

land on the stream by the DNR,
should open up a new area for habi-
tat work for the chapter.  
—Mike Barniskis

Central Wisconsin Chapter

Saturday, February 28, is the
date for our Annual CWTU Trout
Fishing Funday that will be held at
the Fin and Feather Supper Club in
Winneconne. The Fin and Feather
is found at the bridge on Main
street. Four seminars are planned
including:
• biologist Dr. Bob Hunt present-

ing “Reading the Water — Anat-
omy of a Trout Stream,” 

• chapter president Bob Chamber-
lain presenting “Rainbow Pot-
pourri,” 

• guide and author Steve Nelson
presenting “Fly Fishing Two
Handed Rods,” and 

• cane rod builder Scott Grady
building a rod on site. 
The assemblage will also include

fly tyers from around the state, his-
torian Giles Clark, artists, rod build-
ers, environmentalists, youth
instructors, and more. It all starts
around 10:00 a.m. and the public
and all TU members are invited. For
more information call John Grem-
mer at (920) 582-7802 or
jhg@vbe.com.

On Monday, January 12, envi-
ronmentalist and TU activist El-
ward Engle of Wautoma will present
a 7:30 p.m. program titled “Wild-
flowers Along The Trout Stream” at
the F&M Bank on Main Street in
Wautoma. Elward is a long time TU
member who is on our Board, and
his programs are known throughout
the region. The program is free to
the public and all TU members are
invited. For more information call
John Gremmer at (920) 582-7802 or
jhg@vbe.com.

Our chapter’s thanks go to guide
and FFF and TU activist Ray Lar-
son of Sheboygan for presenting an
outstanding program at our Novem-
ber meeting. Ray presented “Food
For Trout.” We highly recommend
other chapters scheduling one of
Ray’s programs. Ray’s knowledge of
biology (he is a former college and
high school biology instructor) and
his outstanding slides of aquatic and
terrestrial trout organisms made for
an entertaining and intellectual ex-
perience.

Scott Grady, our new treasurer,
presented a great program on bam-
boo rod building at our October
meeting. Using an entertaining and
informative PowerPoint program,
Scott compelled attendees to hang
around after to question building
techniques. Thanks also go to Ray
Piehl for securing the F&M Bank
meeting room for the session.

Chapter President Bob Cham-
berlain says that “It’s tremendous
being part of an organization that
provides important information for
trout fishermen, whether they are
bait, spin, or fly casters. Everyone
can use information that makes the
sport more enjoyable.” Bob encour-
ages members to “Ask all your
friends to become TU members by
using our application forms to sign
up. The initial year’s dues return to

us for use on streams in our area
and after that year a portion re-
turns.”

Dr. Bob Hunt and Bob Haase are
into the final details of a remake of
the “Wisconsin Stream Manage-
ment” brochure. The publication
date will be after the 2004 trout
stamp is out in early April. The plan
is to distribute these to other chap-
ters, sport shops, and other interest-
ed organizations to help get the
word out on the science behind the
good work that the DNR and TU do
on our trout streams.

Ira Giese and John Gremmer are
organizing a beginning fly tying class
that will be held in Wautoma. The
class will start sometime in February
of 2004. This is a TU partnership
with the Wautoma Area Public
Schools.

Our CWTU Master’s Fly Tying
Series that features master tyers
Ray Larson, Dan Ferron, Dr. Don
Larmouth, Bart Landwehr, and
Mike Porter will commence on Feb.
12. At this time we have 20 partici-
pants signed up for the five-session
event. Interested parties should
contact John Gremmer at (920)
582-7802 or jhg@vbe.com.

Central Wisconsin TU stream
workdays in 2003 had almost 600
hours of on-stream work. Member
and guest participation was up con-
siderably from past years. We had
100 people attend the six workdays.
Workday chairman Rich Mlodzik,
Princeton, says, “I would like to
thank all the volunteers who made
the workdays a success. It was great
to see father and son, father and
daughter, and couples participating
in the workdays.” Rich plans to
meet with DNR personnel in De-
cember or early January to go over
projects for 2004.

Dr. Bob Hunt suggested we em-
phasize our purpose to everyone in
our counties, that all are invited to
support and preserve our coldwater
resources, whether they are bait,
spin, or fly flingers. We encourage
ALL trouters to join and help! We
encourage all to invite a friend to a
meeting or a workday.

Dan Harmon III reported that
work is progressing on next year’s
28th annual CWTU Fly Fishing
School that will be held on Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday, June 4-6.
This is a comprehensive learning ex-
perience that attracts students both
locally and from throughout the
Midwest. Parties interested in learn-
ing more should contact Dan at
(920) 235-1761 or danh3@ex-
ecpc.com or at our website www.cw-
tu.org.

Dan Colligan and Bob Chamber-
lain report that preparations are be-
ing made for our major fundraiser,
our CWTU Banquet that will be
held March 27, 2004 at the Pioneer
Inn in Oshkosh. All members and
interested parties are encouraged to
attend. 
—John Gremmer

Fox Valley Chapter

“Reading the Water” was the
topic of the November meeting with
Bob Hunt giving an excellent pre-
sentation. 

Chapter members also met Dean
Schoenike at our Whitcomb Creek
worksite and searched for brook
trout redds on November 15.
Spawning activity was late this year.

• World R enowned S peaker
• F ly T ying and R od B uilding
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• Wenona K ing F is her Canoe R affle

Gary B orger
Wor ld R enowned

• Author
• S peaker
• F ly Cas ting Ins tructor
• F ly T yer
• Video P roducer
• Movie Cons ultant

F or More Information Contact
Mark P eerenboom
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CENTRAL CANE ROD BUIDLING PROGRAM
Rod builder Scott Grady (right) presented a PowerPoint program on the cane 
rod building process at the October 13 Central Wisconsin TU meeting. Looking 
over the materials are (left to right) Bob Haase of Fond du Lac, Ray Piehl of 
Wautoma, and Bob Hunt of Waupaca.
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and rocks to riprap above an exist-
ing structure that is susceptible to
erosion during spring runoff. 

On November 13 the general
meeting was again held at Shooter’s.
Bill Sherer, fly fishing guide and
owner of We Tie It Fly Shop in
Boulder Junction, gave a presenta-
tion entitled “Wilderness Fly Fish-
ing Opportunities for Trout,
Salmon, and Steelhead in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan.” 

On November 28 a few members
held another unscheduled work
event, transporting several loads of
field rock to the staging area for
projects next spring. 

The chapter has also scheduled
four fly tying workshops next year:
• Thursday, January 22, from 7-9

p.m. at Clancy’s Stone Lion in
Custer, 

• Saturday, February 14, from
10a.m.-1 p.m. at Shooters,

• Thursday, February 26, from 7-9
p.m. at The Chalet in Wisconsin
Rapids, and

• Thursday, March 25 from 7-9
p.m. at Shooters in Plover. 
The general meetings for the first

quarter of 2004 will feature the fol-
lowing:
• Jan. 8 — presentation by author

Ross Mueller entitled “Early
Spring Hatches,”

• Feb. 12 — WDNR Fisheries
Management Technician Jason
Spaeth on “Stream Surveys and
Stream Improvement Projects, 

• March 11 — former chapter
Pr es i de nt  Je f f  Di mick  w i l l
present “Steelheading #101 Get-
ting Started.” 
All the above presentations will

be held at 7 p.m. at Shooter’s Sup-
per Club in Plover. Anyone interest-

ed in the subjects presented is
encouraged to attend.
—Dan Holland

Green Bay Chapter

The Green Bay Chapter wrapped
up a busy work project season on
October 4 by assisting the DNR in
the collection of brook and brown
trout which will be used to collect
eggs for the wild trout stocking pro-
gram. Nineteen people turned out
for the collection which was done on
the South Branch of the Oconto
River. The eggs will be hatched and
raised by the Oconto River Water-
shed Chapter and stocked back into
area streams next year as has been
done for the past several years. In
fact, there was a spring and fall
planting last year.

In September, the chapter start-
ed regular monthly meetings during
which we have been addressing the
multitude of threats to our coldwa-
ter resources. Once again, we are
hiring a beaver trapper to work on
area streams threatened by the crea-
tures. We have also designated
funds to aid in the fight against the
establishment of a water bottling
plant at Polar Springs. The chapter
has also started planning for our an-
nual fundraising banquet which will
be held March 25, 2004.

Finally, the chapter held our an-
nual December Dinner & Awards
meeting. At this year’s event, we
recognized two people. First, Paul
Kruse was awarded the coveted
Member Of The Year plaque. Kruse
has been very active in the chapter’s
affairs, especially during the past
year. He is a member of the board
of directors, serving as membership
chairman. He serves on the banquet
committee and works diligently to
ensure the success of that event. He
regularly attends work projects and

has earned membership in the pres-
tigious President’s Club which is be-
stowed upon people whose efforts
on behalf of trout habitat have been
exemplary. He has created a display
for the chapter to use at events
where we can recruit new members
and tout our work on behalf of the
coldwater resource. He is webmas-
ter for the chapter’s web site and
works hard to keep the site current.
As if that’s not enough, he has now
taken over the planning and execut-
ing of the rainbow stocking in the
Lower Oconto River. Congratula-
tions to Paul Kruse, the Green Bay
Chapter 2003 Member of the Year.

The chapter also presented Russ
Heiser with a Orvis fly rod and reel
combination. Heiser recently retired
as DNR Fisheries Biologist for
Northeast WI area. For many years
Russ was the person we contacted to
arrange for work projects. Not only
did he arrange for the work, he was
also on hand for the majority of the
projects, and not just there to super-
vise, but to work. Thank you to Russ
Heiser for all your efforts over the
years. Without you, we would not
accomplished as much as we have
for trout and trout habitat.
—Gary Stoychoff

Continued on p. 12

No redds were observed, but several
fish were seen staging for the
spawning to begin. It was an inter-
esting day observing these fish get-
ting ready to spawn.

Several of Wisconsin TU’s most
prominent fly tyers demonstrated
their skills on

December 18. Don Larmouth,
Ross Mueller, John Gremmer, and
Tom Young each demonstrated one
of their favorite flies.

We had our awards banquet this
year on October 16 at Germania
Hall in Menasha. It was a great suc-
cess! We had our largest attendance
that I can remember since we have
been doing this event. The food was
great and the program was excellent
as well. Darrell Tolliver gave a very
interesting and informative program
on fishing the Lake Michigan tribu-
taries from the Michigan border to
the North to the Illinois border to
the South. 

Awards were presented as fol-
lows: 
• The Gale Crist Fly Tying Award

was presented to Bob Kinder-
man for his leadership in the ed-
ucation and promotion of the art
of fly tying.

• The Pat Howlett Memorial
Award was presented to Tony
Treml for his untiring dedication
and leadership in the preserva-
tion of our fresh water resources. 

• The Tex Helms Catch and Re-
lease Award went to Tom Young
for his efforts in promoting catch
and release fishing, and 

• The Gordy Braun Chapter Work-
er of the Year Award went to
Rich Erickson in grateful appre-
ciation for his outstanding contri-
bu t ions  and  ded ica t ion  to
chapter projects. 

• A special award was given to our
treasurer Mark Peerenboom for
his unselfish efforts providing ad-
ministrative support and assisting
with the many programs the Fox
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimit-
ed conducts to achieve their
goals. I cannot say enough good
things about Mark. Every single
time we are in need of someone
to take ownership of a project or
help out with something, Mark
steps up to volunteer!
In addition to these awards there

were six appreciation awards pre-
sented in 2003 to persons or organi-
zations that were key players in our
chapter achieving its goals in the
past year. They were awarded to the
following:
• Employees of Miller Electric

Manufacturing Company for

their support of our Fishing Day
for the Disabled done through a
fundraiser by Tom Beyer.

• Telmark Sales and their employ-
ees for their outstanding finan-
c ia l  support  las t  year  done
through a fund raiser by Janie
Peabody.

• Jim Oates for his outstanding ef-
forts and leadership in last years
Cabin Fever Day

• Toni Young for her dedication to
helping out at many chapter
events even though she is not a
member of the chapter.

• Les Van Dalen for his dedication
to helping out at many chapter
events even though he is not a
member of the chapter.

• Tom Deer was given a special
thanks for his leadership as presi-
dent over the last several years.
Our chapter is truly fortunate to

have these dedicated people to keep
us moving forward.

We have appointed a committee
to update our bylaws and Tony
Treml is chairing it. Tom Deer and
Tom Lager are the nominating com-
mittee for our spring elections. We
are already very busy this fall with
our First Cast Program, teaching
kids about fly tying and fly-casting.
We are teaching at the Boys and
Girls Brigade in Neenah and hope
to be visiting schools and working
with scouts and other youth groups.
This program has really grown since
we started it three years ago. There
is nothing more satisfying than pass-
ing your knowledge on to an inter-
ested youngster.

I would also like to remind you
that we will again have our Cabin
Fever Day on March 20 at Waverly
Beach in Menasha. We will have
Gary Borger as our speaker, over 30
vendor booths, lots of bucket raffles,
and a silent auction. In addition to
the great door prizes, we are raffling
off a Wenonah Kingfisher canoe as
well. This year’s event will be even
bigger and better than last year. See
the add in this issue for more infor-
mation.

The Fox Valley Chapter would
also like to go on record saying
thank you to the Sokaogon
Chippewa Community Mole Lake
Band and the Forest County Pota-
watomi Community for their fore-
sight and stewardship in purchasing
the Crandon Mine site and eliminat-
ing the need to focus so much of our
energy on keeping the headwaters
of the Wolf River system environ-
mentally safe from big money.
—Tom Deer & Jim Hlaban

Frank Hornberg Chapter

On September 11 the chapter
conducted a work evening on the
Middle Tomorrow River near Nel-
sonville. Chapter members were as-
sisted by urban forestry students
from Mid-State Technical College,
who helped remove debris from a
feeder spring. Approximately 50
feet of spring channel was cleared to
improve flow into the river channel. 

On September 20 we spent our
regular work day culling and hauling
Christmas trees for the October 18
work day. On October 9 “The Faith-
ful” held their annual Social Event-
General Meeting at Shooter’s Sup-
per Club. The evening included a
short introduction of each attend-
ee, followed by supper and a review
of the accomplishments of the past
summer. 

On October 18 the work day was
devoted to reinforcing and extend-
ing existing brush mats with the pre-
viously culled Christmas trees. We
were again assisted by students from
MSTC, who seemed to enjoy the
work and helped us also solidify the
banks on several sharp bends of the
river further downstream on Welton
Road. Their efforts should material-
ly help curtain erosion on that part
of the river. We also transported
several loads of rock via jon boat to
reinforce another section of stream
bank. It sum, it was an extremely
productive and enjoyable work day! 

On November 6 we held an im-
promptu work day. Members split
into two groups — one transported
Christmas trees upstream to rein-
force existing brush mats, while the
second group transported sandbags

GBTU AWARD WINNERS
Former WDNR fishery biologist Russ 
Heiser (top) and member Paul Kruse 
were honored recently by the Green 
Bay Chapter for their efforts. 

Consider Proper Release

“The future of 
trout fishing 
is in your 
hands.”
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Pub. Come join the fun and rekin-
dle friendships and share your trout
fishing memories from the past
year. 

January 17 — Spend an after-
noon with Ross Mueller, 1:00-4:00
p.m., Claridge Motor Inn, Rhine-
lander. Author of Upper Midwest
Flies That Catch Trout and Fly Fish-
ing Midwestern Trout Streams, Ross
will present slide programs entitled
“Early Spring Hatches” that illus-
trates major insect hatches found on
Wisconsin streams and “A 500 Mile
Tour of Wisconsin Trout Streams”
that highlights streams such as the
Brule, Wolf, Waupaca, Mecan and
the Southwestern Coulee Streams.
The cost for this event will be $10.00
per person.

March 13 — Chapter fly tying
session at the Claridge Motor Inn in
Rhinelander, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Bring your tools or use ours, the
Chapter will supply materials. Learn
secret patterns from your fellow
TUers or just polish up and get
ready for the new season. Lunch will
be provided by the chapter.

April 27 — The chapter’s 30th

Annual Conservation Banquet will
be held on April 27  at the Rhine-
lander Café & Pub. The best con-
servation banquet in the
Northwoods! Look for future an-
nouncements. Banquet organiza-

tional meetings will be held at 7:00
pm, on January 8, February 12,
March 11, and April 8 at MSA Pro-
fessional Services in Rhinelander. 

July 10, 2004 — 11th Annual
Youth Fly Fishing Conclave. This is
our chapter’s FREE fly fishing
event for boys and girls ages 10 to
16. Learn how to cast a fly rod and
tie a fly. FFF fly casting instructors,
great prizes, and just a great day to
learn the basics about this method
of catching fish.

Stream work days on the Bear-
skin River are scheduled for:
• April 17, 
• May 1, and 
• May 22. 

Come see what we’ve done and
share the enjoyment of seeing your
efforts really improve this quality
trout stream. 

The Northwoods Chapter serves
Oneida, Vilas, Forest, and Florence
counties. The Northwoods Chapter
was created in 1974 and has grown
from 25 to over 100 members. Visit
our web site to learn more about
our chapter activities, committees,
and how you can become involved.
Check the chapter web site at
www.northwoodstu.org or contact
Brian Hegge at (715) 362-9611 or
bhegge@newnorth.net for up-to-
date meeting schedules or changes. 
—Brian Hegge

Ojibleau Chapter

Plans are underway to continue
stream improvement on Gilbert
Creek. This year’s successful work
period included bringing together a
number of TU chapters, local
sportsman’s groups, and the area
DNR. We also had continued suc-
cess in gaining access rights to parts
of Elk Creek.

Winter projects and meetings are
set, with rod building in January and
fly tying in February and March. 

Upcoming meeting presentations
include:
• December — Jim Radke and Jeff

Hastings discussing conserva-
tion in Vernon County; 

• January — Jim Motoviloff, au-
thor of The Fly Fisher’s Guide to
Wisconsin; 

• March – Wisconsin DNR person-
nel night.

—Dan Perkins

Wild Rivers Chapter

In October, Scott Toshner, WD-
NR fish biologist, talked about the
year’s work on the White River and
its tributaries. Our chapter assisted
with a population census on the
White and the Long Branch of the
White. The populations are stable
but are still down from the last cen-
sus taken in the 1980s. We will be
doing the same shocking again next
year to establish more data. Scott
should have a final report written up
this winter.

Our chapter is also working on a
project to encourage anglers to
switch from using lead for sinkers
and weighted flies to a non-toxic al-
ternative. We have applied for a
grant to possibly set up a lead ex-
change sometime next year. The
Sigurd Olson Environmental Insti-
tute of Northland College in Ash-
land is partnering with our chapter
on this.

The Sigurd Olson Environmental
Institute also presented a program
for our chapter at the November
meeting on the findings of the Bay-

field Stream Assessment. This as-
sessment was conducted to assess
the health of five Bayfield County
watersheds including, Whittlesey
Creek, Sioux River, Raspberry Riv-
er, Bark River, and Cranberry Riv-
er. Information was gathered on
each stream, such as channel stabili-
ty, bank erosion, the quantity and
quality of fish habitat and other
characteristics. The recommenda-
tions include restoration on head-
waters of streams, repair culverts
that impair fish passage, stream
channel and bank stabilization, en-
hance forestry best management
practices, and encourage conserva-
tion easements.

We began working on the Second
Annual White River Fishing Expo
and Auction, which will be held on
April 10 in Ashland. This is our
main fundraiser of the year to en-
able us to assist the WDNR with
their work on the White River. Any
donations of new or used equipment
would be appreciated.
—Bill Heart

Wisconsin River Valley Chapter

Chapter stream project work in
2003 covered 6,100 feet of rehabili-
tation work on the Plover River in
Marathon County above the Village
of Bevent. The second half of the
project will include 4,900 feet and
will be completed in 2004. This will
complete all major rehabilitation

work on the Plover planned at this
time.

In the summer of 2004, our chap-
ter will also see the start of a two-
year project on the Prairie River
above the city of Merrill below
Highway C. The second half of this

Continued from p. 11

Harry & Laura Nohr Chapter

Our most recent programs have
been very informative and enter-
taining. 

Dr. Tom Hunt spoke about the
University Experimental Farm and
efforts to control waste from agri-
cultural businesses, Dr. Kris Wright
spoke about aquatic ecology, which
was followed by a lively discussion
of survey methods. We were enlight-
ened by the knowledge of Dr.
Wright, Dr. Steve Carpenter, and
Bob Hansis from the DNR. 

Most recently Randy Hoffman
author of the book Wisconsin’s Nat-
ural Communities presented a pro-
gram. Everyone really enjoyed
Randy’s photographs and easy style
of delivery.

We look forward to the January
meeting which will be presented by
our own member Dr. Don Camp-
bell, geologist. Don will be speaking
about groundwater, certainly a
timely topic. March will be our an-
nual meeting with the election of of-
ficers and two directors. The
speaker will be Pat Ehlers, owner of
The Fly Fishers in West Allis.

Jayne Wisler, education chair, is
very busy organizing the school
grant and internship programs. Dav-
id Canny is working on the intern-
ship program once again with Jayne.

After the first of the year the
banquet committee will be going
about their business planning for
the annual banquet to be held in
May.

The seeding has been completed
for the year on Big Spring under the
direction of Jim Sime and Bill
Wisler. Both these fellows have put
a great deal of time and effort into
the project for which we’re grateful. 

Plans are underway for the work
to be done on German Valley this
next year. Steve Fabos is working
with Dave Marshall and Bradd
Sims from the DNR and Pat Sutter
from the Dane County Soil Conser-
vation Dept. to plan our upcoming
workdays. There is lots of work to
be done on this one.

Pete Esser and Don Pluemer are
working on a project proposal for an
area stream, trying to maintain the
momentum we gained from the
work on McPherson and Big
Spring. We’re still working to estab-
lish the three-legged stool relation-
ship that has proven so successful in
Vernon and Monroe Counties.

Fly tying will begin after the first
of the year as we work to fill up
those boxes and dream of days a
field once again.
—Dave Fritz

Marinette County Chapter

The chapter held two youth fish-
ing days and sent three students to
summer conservation camps. We
will also host a youth environmental
education program this coming win-
ter. 

The chapter paid for beaver con-
trol on Marinette County streams,
and it also donated $2,000 to the

Chequamegon-Nicolet National
Forest for seasonal help on stream
improvement in the forest. We also
helped purchase stream thermo-
graphs for the DNR. 

The chapter’s 2004 banquet is set
for Monday, April 19, at Schussler’s
in Peshtigo.
—Steve Wilke

Northwoods Chapter

The Northwoods Chapter had a
busy summer completing projects
on the Bearskin River and hosting
our 10th Annual Youth Fly Fishing
Conclave on July 12, 2003. Terry
Cummings did a fantastic job of or-
ganizing this event. Although our
turnout was low this year, it really
benefited the kids as they had more
one-on-one attention from all the
volunteers. We received the follow-
ing thank you note from Merrilee
Hansen:
“Please accept and pass on to all in-
volved our thanks for your fly fishing 
day for kids yesterday. My 14-year-
old, Hannah, participated and loved 
it. I’ll never forget picking her up — 
her hat was full of flies she had tied, 
she was grasping her ‘goodies bag’ 
and carrying a brand new St. Croix fly 
rod and reel that she won! Wow! I was 
so excited! So was she! Today, she 
wore her shirt that you all gave her 
and used her new rod and reel! She 
has been studying all the literature she 
received and plans on sharing it with 
her uncle, another fly fisherman. She 
is also encouraging me to become a 
fly fisherman. I have inherited her 
Wal-Mart set-up! I cast my first fly line 
in the yard last night with her new reel 
and enjoyed it a lot! Hannah can’t 
wait for next year’s class! She learned 
a lot and is even more enthused, and I 
didn’t think she could be more en-
thused about fly fishing. Our thanks 
to all of you. You gave one girl some 
very special memories and a future 
full of fly fishing!”

Terry wants to thank the follow-
ing individuals for their help: Chris-
topher Deubler for his donation of
books for door prizes; Matt Wil-
helm, The International Flyfishing
Center for tying materials, door
prizes, and educational materials;
Theresa Stabo from the WDNR for
educational materials; TU Nation-
al; Rob Roberts for educational ma-
terials and give-aways; We Tie It and
Bill & Dawn Sherer for tying mate-
rials, door prizes, and give-aways;
Sysco Foods’ Al Brooks for all the
food; McDonalds’ Sharon Ru-
plinger for drinks; St. Croix Rods’
VP Jeff Schluter for the Grand Prize
Drawing rods; chapter volunteers
Brian Hegge and David Brum for
tying demonstrations; Vicki Hous-
ton for publicity and being an at
large volunteer; Al Brooks for food
procurement and preparation;
Wayne Parmley for graphics and
casting demos; and Bob Tabbert for
planning and educational materials.

We have scheduled the following
events for 2004:

December 11 — Claridge Motor
Inn, Rhinelander, 7:00 p.m. Dave
Brum from the WDNR will discuss
the trout habitat work the WDNR
completed this year on Brule and
Elvoy Creeks and discuss upcoming
TU supported projects for next
summer on the Brule/Elvoy and
Bearskin Creeks.

December 18 — 5:30 Cocktails,
6:30 Dinner, Chapter Christmas
Party at the Rhinelander Café &
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project is scheduled for completion
in 2005.

This past summer the DNR and
our chapter once again had the op-
portunity to work with students
from two area high schools. They in-
cluded Wausau East students from
their chemistry, physics, biology,
and environmental systems classes,
and Edgar High School students
from an advanced physics class. The
students do water quality studies,
and they gather aquatic specimens
that are identified and returned to

the river alive. The highlight of the
day is the fish shocking demo by the
DNR. It gives the students a chance
to see the trout up close. It is a hit
with the students. The day also gives
both the DNR and TU a chance to
explain our roles on the rebuilding
of the river. The chapter is going to
invite the students to come to one of
our meetings and put on a program
of their findings and thoughts about
this joint program.
—Herb Hintze

Wolf River Chapter

During the past year the Chapter
continued its opposition to the ev-
er-increasing exploitation threats on
the waters of the upper Wolf River
watershed. After 20 of countless
hours of gathering and studying fac-
tual information on the proposed
Crandon Mine in the headwaters of
the Wolf River, traveling many
thousands of miles attending mine
meetings across the state, at their
own time and expense, in our at-
tempts to disseminate the historical
adverse effects of high-sulfide ore
metallic mining on rivers and build-
ing a statewide coalition of con-
cerned citizen groups and Native
American tribes, we finally and per-

manently ended that lethal threat to
the upper Wolf River. 

On October 28, 2003, the Forest
County Potawatomi Community
and the Sokaogon Chippewa Com-
munity Mole Lake Band bought the
mine and its mineral rights, includ-
ing the Nicolet Minerals Company,
the applicant of the 10-year-long
mine permitting process. On Octo-
ber 30, 2003, the Mole Lake Band,
now NMC, notified the state and
the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
to terminate the permitting pro-
cess! Thus, the Native American
tribes did, for all persons in the up-
per Wolf River watershed, what our
state and federal government would
not do — they terminated the cer-

tain tong-term degradation of our
surface and groundwaters from sul-
fide ore metallic mining.

For chapter members involved,
this has been a long and serious ed-
ucation of dubious state govern-
ment and the actual commitment of
conservation and environmental
groups to their stated purposes. The
effective methods which we have
learned are being passed on to the
“Front Forty,” a citizen group in
Menominee County, in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan, which is or-
ganized to oppose a mining exploi-
tation there, similar to the Crandon
mine threat. Our VP George Rock is
to be recognized and commended
for his work with that group.

Chapter members attended all
local meeting on the conversion of
the Trouthaven Hatchery to the
high-capacity sale of spring water
for bottling, from the headwaters of
our trout streams, for personal prof-
it. We hold that the groundwaters
belong to the people of our state,
collectively, for their personal needs
and domestic uses. They should not
be extracted and sold for personal
profit. The chapter is a party with
others in a suit against the state to
protect the people’s rights.

We are also involved in a suit to
compel the DNR to fulfill their re-
sponsibility of writing rules clarify-

ing the implementation of the
Mining Moratorium Law and also
the law specifying the qualifications
required by any party intending to
initiate a mine permit.

During the past year we contin-
ued our beaver removal from the
Wolf River and its feeder streams.
We also worked with the Langlade
County Waterways Assn. on a pur-
ple loostrife eradication program.
As an experiment of a non-chemical
method of killing it, members with
propane torches burned the plants
on an island in a heavily infested ar-
ea of the Wolf River, below the
ledge. We will evaluate the results
next year.

Three chapter members assisted
the Gardner Dam Scout Camp in
providing trout fishing classes in
which over 100 scouts participated
to earn merit awards. It included fly
casting techniques, rods and sup-
plies, fly tying, and reading the wa-
ters.

As a member of the Wisconsin
Stewardship Network, the chapter
will have delegates attending its
spring conference.

Chapter officers are:
Herb Buettner — President
George Rock — Vice President
Genie Buettner — Secretary/Trea-
surer
—Herb Buettner

From the Spring, 1984, WITU Quarterly Report...

From the Spring, 1974, State Council meeting minutes...

From the Winter, 1994, Wisconsin Trout...

WITU Looking Back
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A Wisconsin Trout reprint

Aldo Leopold’s 
contribution to fly 
fishing

By Harry L. Peterson
Fly fishing has a long and well-

documented history. Some of our
country’s best-regarded novelists
and essayists have been part of our
sport and have written about it elo-
quently. Others have written about
the technical aspects of fly fishing
and fly tying. Such texts give us a
way to learn and to remember those
who have contributed so much to
our sport.

In spite of this profusion of writ-
ing on fly fishing, there is little rec-
ognition of the work of an individual
who may have contributed the most:
Aldo Leopold, arguably the most
important conservationist of the
twentieth century. Leopold’s writ-
ings and teachings are responsible
for helping preserve and restore
many of our favorite and most beau-
tiful places to fish. Reading Aldo
Leopold enhances our appreciation
of our sport and of those beautiful
places.

Aldo Leopold (1887-1948) was
born and grew up in the small town
of Burlington, Iowa. In 1909, he re-
ceived his master’s degree from the
Yale School of Forestry. He began
his professional career in the U.S.
Forest Service, where he was instru-
mental in the establishment of New
Mexico’s Gila Wilderness Area, the
first in the nation. In 1933, Leopold
became the first professor of wild-
life management at the University
of Wisconsin and established the
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Re-
search Units, institutions that bring
research scientists to our states’
land-grant universities. He was also
a founder of both the Wilderness
and Wildlife Societies. But most
people know him best for a collec-
tion of his thoughts and observa-
tions on the environment. His book,
A Sand County Almanac, published
in 1949 shortly after his death, is an
enduring contribution to conserva-
tion and environmental literature.

In prescribing a dramatically dif-
ferent relationship between people
and land, Leopold challenged as-
sumptions American settlers
brought from Europe that land,
plants, and animals were on earth
solely to serve people, and that their
value should be measured only in
economic terms. His writings con-
tinue to challenge our long-held as-
sumptions about our relationship
with the land, assigning to us an eth-
ical responsibility to use the land
wisely. Leopold wrote:

All ethics so far evolved rest
upon a single premise: that the
individual is a member of a
community of interdependent
parts. His instincts prompt him
to compete for his place in that
community,  but his  ethics
prompt him also to co-operate
(perhaps in order that there
may be a place to compete for)
.... The land ethic simply en-
larges the boundaries of the
community to include soils,
waters, plants and animals, or
collectively: the land.1

Leopold asked us to consider our
relationship to the land: “It is incon-
ceivable to me that an ethical rela-
tion to land can exist without love,
respect and admiration for land,

and a high regard for its value. By
value, I of course mean something
far broader than mere economic
value; I mean value in the philo-
sophical sense.”2

We might compare Aldo Le-
opold’s contribution to our views of
the world with Copernicus’s view of
the universe, for they are of a simi-
lar magnitude. Before Copernicus,
everyone thought the sun revolved
around the earth. Copernicus dis-
covered and declared that, in fact,
the earth revolved around the sun.
After Copernicus, the sun and the
earth continued to behave as they
have for all time, but we could never
view the universe in the same way.

Wallace Stegner, one of the most
respected writers on the environ-
ment in the twentieth century, said
of Leopold’s work: “When this
forming civilization assembles its Bi-
ble, its record of the physical and
spiritual pilgrimage of the American
people, the account of its steward-
ship in the Land of Canaan, A Sand
County Almanac will belong in it,
one of the prophetic books, the ut-
terance of an American Isaiah.”3

Leopold contributes to people who
devote their professional lives to un-
derstanding the environment and
conservation, as well as those, like
this author, for whom experiences in
fields and streams are an essential
part of our lives.

We cannot understand a stream
or lake without understanding the
environment in which it exists. If we
understand and accept Leopold’s
ideas, we can never see the land in
the same way again. We also under-
stand that we cannot improve the
fishery without considering the eco-
system. Because Leopold is respon-
sible for much of the development
of the concept of conservation — as
well as the concept of the interde-
pendence and connectedness of
plants, animals, water, and people
— he brought together issues that
were formerly viewed as separate
and disparate. If today this idea
seems obvious, it is because the
ideas of Aldo Leopold helped us ac-
quire that understanding. He wrote
at a time when these connections
were not well understood or accept-
ed.
Restoration and protection

Aldo Leopold developed ways to
restore damaged land, which he
tested in several places in Wiscon-
sin. These restoration projects are
models that have utility everywhere
and are being applied throughout
the world.

In 1934, at the University of Wis-
consin Arboretum, Leopold began
to restore 500 acres of former farm-
land to its original prairies. The ex-
periment continues today, with a
flourishing prairie within the urban
area of Madison, Wisconsin. This
seminal experiment has had an
enormous impact on our under-
standing of plant communities and
ecological restoration, inspiring sim-
ilar restorations around the country.
Governments, individuals, and even
churches have undertaken prairie
restoration, and remnant virgin
prairies are being preserved through
purchases and protective covenants.

Leopold bought a farm that was
abused and worn out in the Central

Sands area of Wisconsin. He and his
family began the slow, arduous re-
claiming of the land through the
planting of trees and native grasses.
Today the farm and what he re-
ferred to as “the shack” — a chicken
coop on the property that he con-
verted to a weekend cabin — is visit-
ed by thousands of people from
throughout the world and serves as
a continuing experiment and study
of restoration.

In 1931, Leopold organized a
group of fellow hunters and, in co-
operation with some farmers in
south-central Wisconsin, organized
the Riley Game Cooperative. The
farmers made their land available,
and the hunters contributed labor
and increased plantings to provide
pheasant food and winter cover.
The number of wild pheasants in-
creased because of the improved
habitat. When Leopold became a
professor at the University of Wis-
consin, the Riley Game Cooperative
provided a place for research by him
and his students.4

Several projects in which Le-
opold was involved improved trout
streams. In the early 1930s, Leopold
was an advisor on a project to re-
store the Coon Valley watershed in
southwestern Wisconsin. This area,
one of the most beautiful in Wiscon-
sin, is unglaciated, or “driftless.” Its
hills and valleys were eroding from
intensive tilling and dairy herd graz-
ing, and its forests were eroding

from indiscriminate cutting. The
federal Soil Erosion Service, now
the National Resources Conserva-
tion Service, undertook projects to
restore the area and to advise coop-
erating farmers on practices to pro-
tect the land. In reflecting on this
project, Leopold wrote: “A diagnos-
tic policy of the Coon Valley staff is
its steadfast refusal to straighten
streams. To those who know the
speech of the hills and rivers,
straightening a stream is like ship-
ping vagrants — a very successful
method of passing trouble from one
place to the next.”5 Today Coon Val-
ley is a model of early restoration ef-
forts, and its spring creeks are
among the best trout streams in the
state.6

In the 1940s, a private group of
fly fishermen asked Leopold for ad-
vice on improving Mt. Vernon
Creek. Located about 20 miles
southwest of Madison, Wisconsin,
this stream has received national at-
tention because of its quality.7 It was
created by the confluence of two
small creeks, and the main stream is
fed by a spring producing about
3,000 gallons of water per minute.
The roughly 8-mile stream consists
of a variety of runs and pools, pro-
viding good holding water for trout.
In the fall, trout create redds for
spawning in the numerous gravel
riffles. 

Continued on p. 15

ALDO LEOPOLD TAKING A FEW HOME
Some of the most famous lines in Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac are those 
relating to his time fly fishing for trout.
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Continued from p. 14
Like most Midwestern spring

creeks, its native fish were brook
trout. Brown trout were introduced
from Germany in the 1880s.
Browns, rainbows, and brook trout
were stocked from about 1905 until
1979. The creek has not been
stocked since that time; brown trout
are naturally reproducing at
present. During the last several
years, wild brook trout were reintro-
duced in the feeder streams and are
flourishing. Catch-and-release re-
strictions are in effect for a 2-mile
stretch.

Almost all of the property
through which Mt. Vernon Creek
flows is owned or leased by the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Re-
sources. Because of its high quality,
the stream has received special at-
tention from this state agency and
private conservation groups. Since
1953, it has been improved by the of
the Department of Natural Re-
sources, Madison school groups,
and private conservation organiza-
tions (including the Southern Wis-
consin Trout Unlimited chapter), all
under the review and approval of
the Department of Natural Re-
sources.8 Leopold advised the an-
glers:

In the Southwest I have seen
many  a  mounta in  s t ream
which carr ied  t rout  when
stockmen arrived in the 1880s,
become a dry rockpile, wet only
during floods, at the present
time.
Our Wisconsin trout streams
will never experience so radi-
cal a change because our rains
and our soils are gentler. But
all streams, including ours, de-
teriorate for the same causes:
1. Overgrazing, especially of
steep slopes.
2. Exhaustion of organic mat-
ter in the soil.
Both have the same effect:
They allow the rain to run off
instead of sinking in.
It is not within the power of
fishermen to rebuild the soils of
Wisconsin, but they can do a
lot of good by rebuilding the
streambank itself. At least they
can show the public a few sam-
ples of what a “civilized” stre-
ambank ought to look like.
My advice is: let’s build our
samples on headwaters, for
floods are less severe there, and
there is less chance of their
washing out plantings and
fences. Plantings in plowland
need not be fenced, but plant-
ings in pastures must be. Stick
to native trees and shrubs, es-
pecially those found elsewhere
on the same stream. Be careful
not to choke the flood channel
with tall trees on both banks;
this may cause the creek to
move elsewhere. Do not plant
tall trees on banks which un-
dercut; they may pry off chunks
of bank and thus accelerate
erosion. Do not put expensive
plantings vulnerable to rabbits
near rabbit cover.9

In Wisconsin, through the resto-
ration of watersheds and stream
habitat, the number of streams
where wild trout thrive and repro-
duce has steadily increased. These
improvements have replaced artifi-
cial propagation and annual fish
stocking with stream and habitat
protection and restoration.
Wildlife management

Leopold brought a scientific per-
spective to what had been until then
a haphazard, mostly guesswork ap-
proach to hunting and fishing regu-
lation and management. He insisted
on the same standards for his stu-
dents to which he held himself. They

first acquired facts and then applied
those facts to develop understand-
ing and plans of action. These early
graduates of the University of Wis-
consin’s wildlife management pro-
gram did not forget those lessons,
and many made major contributions
to their fields during their careers.

As the University of Wisconsin’s
first professor of wildlife manage-
ment, Leopold helped to establish
and apply scientific understanding
to the profession of game manage-
ment. His book, Game Management,
published in 1933, is the seminal
work in the field.10 It is a benchmark
contribution, still in print, and used
today both in the classroom and in
the field.

Stanley Temple, a professor in
the department of wildlife ecology
at the University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison, which succeeded the depart-
ment of wildlife management that
Leopold founded, writes: “The sci-
ence of wildlife management was
just beginning to take shape under
Leopold’s intellectual leadership,
and no trained professionals worked
yet in the field. That is, there were
no professionals in the field until
1933, when Leopold began training
them in his revolutionary program
at the University of Wisconsin, using
as a text his just published Game
Management, the world’s first book
on the subject…. In the conserva-
tion world of the day, a niche was
open for Leopold to occupy, and he
stepped into it with authority.11

Fly fishers owe a great debt to
the professionalizing of the state
and federal agencies that regulate
our sport. Increasingly, these agen-
cies are staffed with college-trained
professionals who understand that
the focus should be on maintaining
and restoring ecosystems, rather
than simply stocking fields with
more birds and streams with more
fish. Leopold’s influence was deep
and is continuing. Natural resources
managers were asked to identify the
three most important sources of in-
formation for their careers. Ninety
percent of them named A Sand
County Almanac.12

Bringing about change
Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County

Almanac — especially its “Land
Ethic” section — as well as his other
writings are, in the best sense of the
word, political. They not only afford
us an understanding of our natural
world, but they are also calls to indi-
vidual and collective action. Be-
cause his insights are deep and
enduring, as well as clear and under-
standable, Leopold’s teachings have
been used to advance his ideas of
land health, which he defined as the
land’s capacity for “self renewal.” 

A Sand County Almanac is Le-
opold’s most celebrated and widely
read work, and more than two mil-
lion copies have been sold. Leopold
also wrote many publications for
farmers, foresters, landowners,
game management professionals,
and conservationists. But writing
was not the only way in which he
made an impact. His most public,
political contribution was his service
as a board member on Wisconsin’s
Conservation Commission from
1943 until his death in 1948.

During the time he was a mem-
ber of that commission, regulation
of deer hunting and the number of
deer that could be harvested by Wis-
consin hunters was a major issue —
as it sometimes is today — there
and in other states. Leopold con-
ducted research in northern Wis-
consin and saw deer in that part of
the state that were underweight and
starving because there were more
deer than the forage could support. 

Continued on p. 16
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LEOPOLD: contributions 
to fly fishing
Continued from p. 13

Wolves, the natural predators of
deer, had been eliminated from
Wisconsin, the result of hunting and
a bounty for their removal. Mild
winters resulting in an increase in
the deer herd, followed by severe
winters reducing the availability of
forage, caused starvation. Leopold
saw hunting as a way to regulate the
number of deer and to keep the
herd healthy.

Leopold argued for an increase
in the number of deer that hunters
could kill to address the reduced
availability of food. He faced strong
opposition from the staff within the
Conservation Commission, other
commissioners, news media, and
deer hunters who were concerned
that the deer herd would be deplet-
ed. He regularly lost those efforts
on 5 to 2 votes, having persuaded
only one other commissioner that
increasing the harvest of deer would
be effective. Although these issues
continue to be of concern among
deer hunters, regulating deer hunt-
ing to modify the herd is now uni-
versally accepted among pro-
fessional game managers.13

Although conflicts continue be-
tween anglers and hunters and pro-
fessional fish and game managers
over the management of fish and
wildlife, managers have become
more sophisticated in their efforts
and hunters have become more ac-
cepting of their recommendations.
Fishery management by state and
federal fish and game agencies has
evolved from an exclusive focus on
hatcheries and stocking to an em-
phasis on understanding stream and
lake habitat and ecosystems to fos-
ter natural reproduction of native

and wild species. Leopold offered
sophisticated, informed choices for
policy makers through his writing
and his courses, and through his
personal involvement in developing
and enacting natural resource poli-
cy.
A way of seeing and 
understanding

Virtually every dedicated fly fish-
er has said that catching fish, and as
many as possible, was the initial
goal, but that over the years fishing
became something more. Describ-
ing that experience is difficult, and
only a few succeed. Most writings
are overwrought and sentimental,
and their meanings, while earnest,
are often significant only to the writ-
er. By contrast, science writing is
precise, rigorous, and unambiguous.
Rarely can the same author write
well about both science and person-
al experience. Aldo Leopold accom-
plished this difficult task, perhaps
better than anyone else.

He knew that an experience with
nature is at once intellectual, scien-
tific, aesthetic, and emotional. The
best writing involves all of those
senses and is evocative and intuitive.
Just as an experience in nature is
unique, reading about nature should
provide its own experience and be
evocative and personal. Leopold
wrote about his deep love of the
outdoors and nature in a way that is
compelling without being sentimen-
tal.

A few of our best contemporary
fly-fishing writers, in describing the
complexity of what it means to fish,
convey the challenge for angling
writers. John Gierach observed:
“…flyfishing is solitary, contempla-
tive, misanthropic, scientific in some
hands, poetic in others, and laced
with conflicting aesthetic consider-
ations. It is not even clear if catching
fish is actually the point.”14 And
Paul Schullery says: “Fishing is a
quest for knowledge and wonder as
much as a pursuit of fish; it is as
much an acquaintance with beavers,
dippers, and other fishermen as it is
the challenge of catching trout.”15

For me, fishing connects the present
with what sometimes seems like a
distant past. The change has been
from worms to flies and from an old
steel casting rod on lakes and little
brook trout streams in northern
Minnesota to expensive graphite
rods on famous rivers. What has not
changed, fifty years later, is the feel-
ing at the moment that I have fooled
the fish into striking.

Leopold made a significant con-
tribution to the literature of fly fish-
ing with “The Alder Fork,” a short
essay in A Sand County Almanac, his
only published writing on fly fish-
ing:16

In the fresh of the morning,
when a hundred whitethroats
had forgotten it would ever
again be anything but sweet
and cool, I climbed down the
dewy bank and stepped into the
Alder Fork. A trout was rising
just upstream. I paid out some
line wishing it would always
stay thus soft and dry and,
measuring the distance with a
false cast or two, laid down a
spent gnat exactly a foot above
his last swirl. Forgotten now
were the hot miles, the mosqui-
toes, the ignominious chub. He
took it with one great gulp, and
shortly I could hear him kick-
ing in the bed of wet alder
leaves at the bottom of the
creel….
I shall now confess to you that
none of those three trout had to
be beheaded, or folded double,
to fit their casket. What was big
was not the t rout,  but  the
chance. What was full was not
my creel, but
my memory.
17

An attitude 
toward the sport

Leopold’s com-
pleted writings
were eloquent doc-
uments with an
economy of style.
The Leopold ar-
chives contain
records of his me-
ticulous data collec-
tion, observations,
and research.
Drafts in progress
reveal repeated re-
writing. In an un-
published essay
that was still being
reworked, Leopold
applied the con-
cept of the land
ethic to the respon-
sibilities of anglers
and hunters. He an-
ticipated the evolv-
ing role of the
sportsman as more
than a food gather-
er, an idea that con-
tinues to develop.
This unpublished
essay is titled
“What Is a Sports-
man?” In fragments
of this early draft,

he says: “A sportsman is a hunter or
fisherman who combines his intense
enthusiasm for the hunt,18 with de-
cent respect for man and nature. As
his skill increases, he realizes that
the power to destroy carries with it
the responsibility to conserve. As his
skill increases, he reduces his arma-
ment rather than enlarge his bag.”19

And in another draft:
He respects himself 
He has respect for the land and
its owner 
He has respect for the game 
He has respect for nature 
He has respect for the future20

Aldo Leopold’s writings are a
call to action and an invitation to
contemplation. They have meaning
for fly fishers because in describing
what he experienced in nature, Le-
opold evokes insights into our own
experiences. Leopold lived most of
his life in the first half of the twenti-
eth century. He offered advice, in-
sights, and scientific understandings
that continue to be important for
those of us who live in the twenty-
first.

(This story first appeared in the Fall
2003 issue of The American Fly Fish-
er, the quarterly journal of the Ameri-
can Museum of Fly Fishing. -ed)

CENTRAL WORK ON THE WHITE RIVER
Members of the Central Wisconsin Chapter did some brushing on one of their 
area’s premier hex waters, the White River near Wautoma.
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Writer Michael Furtman keynote speaker

WSN conference to honor tribes, explore rollbacks
The Wisconsin Stewardship Net-

work’s annual conference Feb. 6-7
at UW-Stevens Point will feature a
ceremony thanking the two tribes
that recently purchased the Cran-
don Mine and a forum exploring the
recent trend toward legislative roll-
backs and retrenchments.
Tribal thank-you awards

The WSN has engaged native
American artist Jeff Savage to built
two tabletop statues for the awards. 

Either Gov. Jim Doyle or Lt.
Gov. Barbara Lawton will make the
presentations on behalf of the state
of Wisconsin, groups, and individu-
als to Mole Lake Sokaogon
Chippewa Chair Sandra Rachal and
Forest County Potawatomi Chair
Gus Frank. 

Groups and individuals are being
asked to contribute toward the pur-
chase of the awards to show their
appreciation to the tribes. Whoever

contributes will have their names
engraved in three places — on the
bases of both awards and on a tile at

the Mole Lake tribe’s new adminis-
tration building. Contact the WSN
for donation details at (608) 268-
1218.
Friday rollbacks forum

Another conference highlight
will be a Friday evening forum fo-
cusing on the recent trend at both
the state and federal level toward
environmental and conservation
rollbacks and retrenchments.

Heading the panel are nationally
acclaimed writer Michael Furtman
and Wisconsin Secretary of State
Doug La Follette. They are joined
by:
• George Meyer, former WDNR

Secretary and now Exec. Direc-

tor of the WI Wildlife Federa-
tion,

• Steve Hiniker, executive director

of 1000 Friends of Wisconsin,
and

• Melissa Scanlan, executive di-
rector of Midwest Environmen-
tal Advocates.
TU members are entitled to reg-

ister for the conference at the re-
duced member rate given the State
Council is a member group within
the WSN.

The WSN is a statewide umbrella
organization serving the network-
ing, capacity building, and advocacy
needs of Wisconsin sporting, con-
servation, environmental, and other
groups working to protect Wiscon-
sin’s natural resources. More infor-
mation is available at www.wsn.org.

Conservation buyer program 
links trout water sellers, buyers

Anyone who is interested in buy-
ing land with trout water on it, or
has land with trout water on it that
they would like to sell, should con-
tact Jim Hlaban. 

If you want to sell your land but
are concerned that it could be devel-
oped, this program is for you. Jim is
trying to put together conservation
buyers who pledge to be good stew-
ards of land from sellers who are in-
terested in selling but want their
land preserved.

There are, of course, no ex-
pressed warranties with this pro-
gram, but we all know that Trout
Unlimited members are true to
their word.

If you are interested, contact Jim
at Wiscpr@Wolfnet.net or (920)
244-7456, or write him at: 

N5967 Murray Road
Ogdensburg, WI 54962 

Include as much information as
you can.

Sellers: note where your land is
and give as complete a description
as possible, including the price and
whether there is a conservation
easement on the property or is if
one required for the sale. A conser-
vation easement can guarantee that
the property is never developed or
can restrict its development. If you
want more information about this
tool, Jim can supply that.

Buyers: let Jim know what you
are looking for. It is most important
that you note what counties you
would consider property in or how
far from your location you would
consider traveling.

“Fly Fish Wisconsin” 
March 27 in Sheboygan

The Lakeshore Chapter of Trout
Unlimited and the Helen Shaw
Chapter of the Federation of Fly
Fishers are teaming up to present a
day-long “Fly Fish Wisconsin” event
March 27 at Lutheran High School
in Sheboygan.

Fly Fish Wisconsin will feature:
• seminars by Steve Nelson, Glen

Winston, and John Beth,
• a series of pattern-specific work-

shops by regional fly tying ex-
perts on how to tie dozens of fly
patterns, and 

• sessions on fishing, fly casting, fly
tying material preparation, and
trout stream restoration.
Free featured presentations in-

clude a 10:00 a.m. session by Steve

Nelson on steelhead and salmon
fishing using two-handed rods, a
1:30 p.m. presentation by Glen “Mr.
Beadhead” Winston on how to
nymph fish with beadheads, and a
3:00 p.m. session by John Beth on
methods for catching lake-run fish.

Workshops vary in length from
two to four hours. Morning work-
shops begin at 8:30. Afternoon
workshops start at 1:00. 

Table and booth space is avail-
able for exhibitors. 

Admission is just $3 or $5 at the
door. There are added charges for
special workshops.

For more information, contact
Ray Larson at (920) 458-4021 or
mlarson@excel.net.

TU chapter fundraising 
roundtable set for Feb. 7

Wisconsin TU chapters are invit-
ed to send two representatives each
to a roundtable discussion on chap-
ter fundraising methods Feb. 7 in
Oshkosh. 

Laura Hewitt, TU’s Midwest
Conservation Director, will moder-
ate the discussion from 3-5 p.m. at
the Park Plaza Conference Center. 

Chapter members who attend
will receive a FREE ticket to the
19th annual State Council Banquet
that same evening.

The fundraising session will look
at the variety of methods TU chap-
ters in Wisconsin use to raise money
for habitat projects. These include:
• annual banquets, 
• chapter auctions, 
• raffles, and 
• spring creek festivals to mention

just a few.  

Publicity, complimentary tickets,
choice of venue, types of speakers,
and celebrity hosts are some of the
tools that may work for you. 

Chapters confident that they
have their own methods honed to a
fine point should send representa-
tives to share their techniques with
others. 

Other chapters considering ways
to raise more money should also
send members to discuss their expe-
rience and get ideas on how to
tweak their events and increase
their net profit.   

To sign up for this fundraising
session, call Laura Hewitt at (608)
250-6354 or e-mail her at
lhewitt@tu.org. Please register by
Jan. 30.

The Park Plaza Conference Cen-
ter is at 1 North Main St. in down-
town Oshkosh. 

251 State Street
Madison, WI
(608) 257-5043
(800) 257-7666
www.FontanaSports.com

Visit our web site for our fishing report:
www.FontanaSports.com

Summer
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WisTro
ut Ross Gunnison 

Reel Special

G2 Was $220 Now $189.99
G4 Was $245 Now $199.99

Offer good while supplies last

ORDER OVER THE WEB OR TOLL FREE (800) 257-7666

Furtman La Follette Meyer Hiniker Scanlan

Welter, KRLT honored by RAW
John “Duke” Welter and the

Kinnickinnic River Land Trust
(KRLT) were honored at the River
Alliance of Wisconsin’s 10th anni-
versary awards dinner Nov. 15 in
Madison.

Welter and the KRLT were
named “local guardians” for their

outstanding conservation work on
behalf of Wisconsin’s rivers over a
period of 10 years.

Welter is the past chair of the
State Council of Trout Unlimited.
KRLT has worked with the Kiap-
TU-Wish chapter on temperature
monitoring and other efforts.
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Madison’s premier fly shop
On-line Internet sales

WINTER WISTROUT SPECIALS:
• Simms Freestone and Raincloud jackets (2003 mod-

els) 25% off
• Simms lightweight boot (2003 model) 25% off
• Sage RPLXi rods 25% off
• St. Croix Legend Ultra rods 25% off
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Nohr finds many partners for Iowa County project

Big Spring Creek restoration a team effort
By Pete Esser

Good things happen when play-
ers unite around a common objec-
tive and then marshal their
resources and energies in pursuit of
the goal. This is exactly what hap-
pened in the case of the Big Spring
Creek restoration project under the
overall leadership of the Harry and
Laura Nohr Chapter.

Seven TU chapters, the Wiscon-
sin TU State Council, National TU
Embrace-a-Stream, and the Wis-
consin DNR have teamed their col-
lective financial and physical
resources to give Southwest Wis-
consin its first exemplary coldwater
restoration project.

Big Spring Creek is located in
Iowa County about two miles west
of the Village of Highland in a re-
mote valley and flows through
state-owned public property. The

stream is cold.
This is brook trout
water, and this is a
brook trout resto-
ration project. 

To achieve the
desired outcome, a
significant amount
of rock has been
utilized to acceler-
ate the flow, to

produce the rif-
fle-pool-riffle se-
quence and to
provide mid-
stream cover.

The results are
technically cor-
rect, environmen-
tally sound, and
esthetically pleas-
ing. 

Fisheries Su-
pervisor Dave

Vetrano and his crew consisting of
Craig Erickson, Todd Mathison,
Cale Severson, Dave Hobbs, and
Steve Fauver have done a remark-
able job — they would win a blue
ribbon if blue ribbons were awarded
for such work. We owe Dave a big
vote of thanks for his involvement
in this project. 

We also are grateful to Gordon
Stevenson, Scot Stewart, and Tim
Larson of the DNR who were in-
strumental in keeping the project
on track and moving forward.

Without funding from our State
Council, Embrace-A-Stream, the
Besadny Foundation, the Madison
Fishing Expo, Lands End,
Wal-Mart, and the Wisconsin DNR,
the project would not have been
possible. 

Our TU chapter partners were
there with volunteer labor and
funds when we needed them. Those
project partners include the Elliott
Donnelley, Oak Brook, Lee Wulff,
and Gary Borger chapters in Illi-
nois. 

Our Wisconsin partners are the
Blackhawk and Southern Wisconsin
chapters. 

The Big Spring project was a
successful common effort for a
common cause. Gratitude? You bet
— big-time gratitude to all those
who contributed in any way to make
this project a success. 

Nohr Chapter members are es-
pecially proud to have taken the
lead in initiating the project and in
involving Dave Vetrano away from
his usual work area.

BEFORE AND AFTER
Here a stretch of Big Spring 
Creek by a tree (above) is 
narrowed to create a series of 
riffles and pools (right). 

BEAUTIFUL WATER IN SCENIC COUNTRY
Big Spring Creek is a picturesque stream (left and below) in Iowa County. 
(right). 

Seven TU chapters, the Wisconsin 
TU State Council, National TU 
Embrace-a-Stream, and the 

Wisconsin DNR have teamed to give 
Southwest WI its first “exemplary 
coldwater restoration project.”
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Great Waters Fly Expo 
April 2-4 in Minneapolis

The Great Waters Fly Fishing
Expo will be held April 2, 3, 4, 2004,
at the Radisson South in Minneapo-
lis. 

It is the first major fly fishing
show to take place in the Upper
Midwest. More importantly, it is the
first fly fishing show anywhere to in-
clude as a major part of its message
a call for individual stewardship and
protection of our streams, rivers,
and lakes.

With programming that is con-
temporary and adventure-oriented,
this Expo will reach out to a new
generation of outdoor and water
sports enthusiasts. The organizers’
goal is to celebrate our sport, but al-
so to convince anglers that they
must practice an active and enlight-
ened stewardship to preserve and
protect the waters they fish. 

There will be presentations on
imminent environmental dangers —
global warming, corporate farming,
unwise development, acid precipita-
tion and storm water runoff/imper-
vious surfaces — and others from
grassroots rivers groups on their ef-
forts to protect their home waters.

The Great Waters Expo has re-
ceived a warm reception from the
fly fishing industry, and organizers
expect as many as 100 commercial
exhibitors. 

The conservation community
from around the Midwest also has
responded. Rivers groups, land
trusts, Trout Unlimited, the Izaak

Walton League, the Federation of
Fly Fishing, the Smallmouth Alli-
ance, the Friends of the Boundary
Waters, and others will be repre-
sented.

Gary Borger, western river guide
Kelly Galloup, and smallmouth ex-
pert Tim Holschlag are headliners.
The Expo will include non-stop fly
casting instruction for all levels of
expertise, with demonstrations/in-
struction by Gary Borger, fly-casting
champion Tim Rajeff, and re-
nowned casting instructors Dorothy
Schramm of Michigan and Bob Nas-
by of Minnesota. 

There will be fly tying demon-
strations, a Fly Tiers’ Row featuring
many of the Midwest’s most ac-
claimed tiers, a Camp Fly Fish for
youngsters and families organized
by the Minnesota DNR’s MinnAqua
program (the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources is part-
nering with the Expo) and an exhibit
by the American Museum of Fly
Fishing.

In addition to fly casting and fly
tying, there will be classes in fly fish-
ing techniques and tactics, entomol-
ogy, “how to dress for the weather,”
and presentations on fly fishing ad-
ventures from Alaska to the Timber
Coulee.

The Expo’s web site is
www.greatwaters2004.com. 

Admission $10 per day, $25 for
three days, students half-price, chil-
dren under 12 free.

Badger spring opener Jan. 24
The Badger Fly Fishers of Madi-

son, WI will host their annual fund
raiser, the Spring Fly Fishing Open-
er on January 24 at the Marriott
Hotel on the west beltline highway
(highway 12).

The featured speaker will be fly
fishing expert, guide and author
Mike Lawson. Mike will be present-
ing two programs, Spring Creek
Magic and Proven Techniques for
Larger Trout. 

The event will feature fly tying
demonstrations, fly tying lessons,
commercial exhibitors, raffles, priz-

es, a lively auction, and an evening
banquet.

Representatives from various rod
companies will be there with the lat-
est examples of their finest rods
available to be test casted indoors at
our event, while local vendors and
fly shop owners will be available to
sell rods to anyone who wishes to
purchase one. 

There should be something for
everyone who loves fly fishing! Ad-
mission for the day is $10.00 at the
door. For more information, contact
Rich Ludt at (608) 833-7918.

Pheasant-back grey squirrel a 
two-toned classic-shaped nymph 

By Larry Meicher
Here is a classic-shaped nymph

that has a fish-catching “buggy”
look from its two colors and its use
of spikey grey squirrel guard hairs. 

Attach threat and cover the front
2/3 of the hook. Wrap 6-8 turns of
.020 lead-free wire to the thorax.
Build up a ramp of thread behind
and in front of the lead to create a
“cigar” shape.

Attach four fibers from a large
pheasant tail feather. Attach copper
wire for a rib.

Wax the thread and attach black
dubbing (if you are fortunate
enough to have a black squirrel pelt,
use the underfur for the dubbing).
Wrap the abdomen forward.

Pull the pheasant fibers over the
top of the dubbed abdomen and tie
them off. Then rib the abdomen
with the copper wire.

Attach 10-12 pheasant tail fibers
by their tips at the back of the tho-
rax for a wing case. Again wax the
thread and add dubbing, this time
from a grey squirrel. (This dubbing
should be chopped fine and include
the guard hairs.) Wrap the thorax
forward.

Pull the pheasant tail fibers over
the thorax for the wing case and tie
off behind the head.

Whip finish and cement the
head.

MATERIALS LIST
Pheasant-back
grey squirrel

Hook: Size 10-16 standard 
wet fly hook wrapped with 6-8 
turns of .020 lead.
Thread: Black.
Tail: Pheasant tail fibers.
Abdomen: Black squirrel un-
derfur or other black dubbing, 
4 pheasant tail fibers for back, 
copper wire ribbing.
Thorax: Grey squirrel fur and 
guard hairs.
Wing case: Pheasant tail. 
Legs: Cream round rubber.

FORMER CHAIR 
LANDS A 
RECORD
Former WITU 
State Council 
Chair Bill Sherer 
holds a 45-inch 
musky he is 
registering with 
the IGFA as the 
new 16# test 
line class world 
record. The 
musky had a 21” 
girth and 
weighed 21 
pounds. It was 
taken on a 
Boulder 
Junction-area 
lake on October 
18.

Cedar strip canoe, bamboo rod 
raffle to benefit Gilbert Creek

As a benefit for Western Wiscon-
sin TU projects, the Kiap-TU-Wish
and Ojibleau chapters are offering a
cedar-strip canoe and bamboo rod
raffle.

The canoe is being built this
minute by Ojibleau Chapter mem-
ber Dick Prine of Ridgeland, WI.
The canoe is an 18.5’ E.M. Swift
model, a Maine lake style built of
cedar and redwood with ash gun-
wales and thwarts and cane seats.
The rod is being built by Kiap mem-
ber Jay Johnson. It will come with a
reel and line.

Proceeds will be split between
the Ojibleau and Kiap-TU-Wish
chapters for stream restoration
projects on Gilbert Creek in Dunn
County.

Tickets are $20 each, and can be
had by sending a check made out to
Trout Unlimited to John Welter at
2211 Frona Place, Eau Claire, WI
54701. 

The canoe and rod are expected
to be displayed at the State Council
meeting and banquet at the Oshko-
sh Park Plaza Feb. 7. Drawing will
be held April 22, with winners noti-
fied by mail.

Southern’s 20th Ice Breaker 
features Krumm and Seger

Southern Wisconsin TU’s popu-
lar Ice Breaker is celebrating its
20th anniversary at this year’s event
Sat., Jan. 17, at the Park Ponderosa
Ballroom in McFarland.

Features speakers at this year’s
event are:
• Bob Krumm — nationally ac-

claimed author, columnist, and
veteran western rivers guide and

• Nikki Seger — Orvis Chicago
fishing manager and Chicago
lakeshore fishing specialist who
learned to cast before she could
walk.

Krumm is expected to give two
presentations at the Ice Breaker,
one entitled “Nymph Fishing Made
Easy” and another on “Spring
Creek Tactics.” He will also be tying
flies at the event. Seger will also be
making presentations Saturday
morning and afternoon. 

The Ice Breaker is preceded by a
Friday night dinner. For details,
contact SWTU’s Tom Fendrick at
(608) 873-1623.

Ice Breaker tickets are $9 in ad-
vance, $10 at the door. The Park
Ponderosa is located at 5100 Erling
Ave. in McFarland.
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Dale Druckrey  Bonduel WI 
Jack & Suzanne Swanson Appleton WI 
Richard Duplessie   Eau Claire WI 
Walter Bettin   Townsend WI 
Allan Bostwick  Richland Center WI 
John Nebel  Menasha WI 
Richard H. Ward M.D. Wautoma WI 
Chris Heikenen  Junction City WI 
Dave Ladd   Dodgeville WI 
Stephen Hawk    Madison WI 
John & Susan Bleimehl   Verona WI 
Charles J. Hodulik   Madison WI 
Mark Rhinerson  Madison WI 
Mike Wenner Tigerton WI 
Gary Retzak Manitowoc WI 
Dr. Stephen M. Born Madison WI 
John (Duke) Welter  Eau Claire WI 
Greggar Isaksen Brule WI 
J. S. Cove    Rice Lake WI 
Edwin N. Barnes  Middleton WI 
Robert Hackinson    Appleton WI 
John J. Kenealy  Waukesha WI 
Bob Bolz     Madison WI 
Charles James   Milwaukee WI 
Dennis Vander Bloomen   Eau Claire WI 
Paul Wiemerslage    Hudson WI 
Mike Staggs Poynette WI 
James J. School  Kaukauna WI 
John A. Shillinglaw Appleton WI 
Robert Zimmerman    DePere WI 
Marc L. Staff    Brookfield WI 
William A. Flader   Madison WI 
Janet E. Moldenhauer Oshkosh WI 
Andrew E. Cook II    Sister Bay WI 
George Bereza Family    Marinette WI 
Ann Miller  Madison WI 
Gerry Campbell  Madison WI 
Douglas M. Aziz  Mosinee WI 
Robert Selk Madison WI 
Mike Stupich    Watertown WI 
Bill Pielsticker    Lodi WI 
Harry J. Miller  Stone Lake WI 
Bill Stokes Mazomanie WI 
Henry Haughley  Sun Prairie WI 
Keith R. Nelson  Waunakee WI 
Richard Cashman River Falls WI 
Del Schwaller   Appleton WI 

Michael Meier   Fort Atkinson WI 
Don A. Wagner    Gillett WI 
Michael A. San Dretto    Neenah WI 
Rob Gooze   Oregon WI 
Harry Anderson  Madison WI 
Richard Evans   Milwaukee WI 
Jon Christiansen    Mequon WI 
Dale E. Bakke    Stevens Point WI 
Bob Adams   West St Paul MN 
Brent Sittlow   Hudson WI 
Dr. Herbert Oechler  Wauwatosa WI 
Bob Weber   Oregon WI 
Brian Hegge Rhinelander WI 
Mark Kraft  Madison WI 
Gary and Jan Stoychoff Green Bay WI
Joseph T. Steuer Naples FL
Ron Rellatz Merton WI 
Alan G. Finesilver DePere WI 
David G.  Westlake Reeseville WI 
Fred Young Roscoe IL 
Stuart Parsons Cedarburg WI 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Chamberlain Markesan WI 
Norb Wozniak Juneau WI 
Edward Anderson Jr. Peshtigo WI 
Gary Chase Phillips WI 
Ross Mueller Appleton WI 
Bill Heart Ashland WI 
Don Putning Racine WI 
Walter Hellyer Fish Creek WI 
Daniel D. Harmon III Oshkosh WI 
Lane A. Kistler Milwaukee WI 
Thomas J. Rice M.D. Marshfield WI 
Chris Halla Appleton WI 
William P. Brashear Watertown WI 
Dean Hagness Stevens Point WI 
Dan Flaherty La Crosse WI 

In memory of Dave Koch
Jack Bode Hartland WI
Mike Arneson Brookfield WI
Cheryl Brickman Mequon WI
Paul Weimerschlag Hudson WI
Robert B. Heding Oshkosh WI
Anna Magnin Marshfield WI
Matthew & Anne Drewry Hazelhurst WI
R. H. Grummer Madison WI
Terry  Cummings Rhinelander WI
Jack Wahlers Berlin WI
Bruce Davidson Wauwatoa WI
Ralph Klassy Phillips WI
Charles Barnhill Madison WI
Thomas Buettner Sheboygan WI
Dr. James C. Tibbetts Sturgeon Bay WI
Chip Stringer West Bend WI
William Wegge & Sue Steinmann Arena WI
John Dunagan Spring Green WI
Bill Nielsen  Eau Claire WI
Gordon King Merrill WI
Gerald A. Bristol Ellsworth WI
TROUT UNLIMITED CHAPTERS:
Wisconsin River Valley Chapter TU
Oconto River Valley Chapter TU
Kiap-TU-Wish Chapter TU
SE Wis. Chapter TU
Green Bay Chapter TU
Frank Hornberg Chapter TU
Lee Wulff Chapter TU, Illinois
Fox Valley Chapter TU
Shaw-Paca Chapter TU
Ojibleau Chapter TU
Northwoods Chapter TU
Lakeshore Chapter TU

Name

Address

City, State Zip Phone #

MAIL TO: Friends of Wisconsin TU
% John H. Cantwell
3725 Ken Ridge Ln.

Yes, I want to join the “Friends” of Wisconsin Trout Unlimited.

Green Bay, WI 54313-8271

Enclosed is my check for $100 or more.

Your name would
look great here!

Join the Friends today...

Friends
of Wis.
TU
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“Friends” Project Locations
1. $4,000 for rip-rapping and structural improvements 
on the West Fork Kickapoo River (Vernon Co.)
2. $1,500 for placement of LUNKER structures and 
bank stabilization in Black Earth Creek (Dane Co.)
3. $1,000 for hydraulic dredging of Saul Spring Pond 
(Langlade Co.)
4. $750 for purchase of special thermometers to 
monitor stormwater runoff into the Kinnickinnic 
River (Pierce Co.)
5. $2,000 for rerouting and stabilizing Brewery 
Creek (Iowa Co.)
6. $75 for purchase of catch and release signs for 
the Bois Brule River Douglas Co.)
7. $2,500 for renovation of trout rearing facilities in 
Lincoln Park (City of Manitowoc)
8. $500 for bank, stabilization, and structural improve-
ments on the North Fork Thunder River (Oconto Co.)
9. $1,000 for land acquisition along the White River 
(Waushara Co.)
10. $1,000 to assist with acquisition of 64+ acres of land 
along Upper Middle Inlet Creek (Marinette Co.)
11. $7,000 to purchase a Rotary Screw Fish Trap for 
DNR Coldwater research
12. $3,000 to fund stream improvements and ripari-
an protection in and along streams of Middle Kick-
apoo River watershed. (Vernon and Crawford 
counties)
13. $1,000 to help fund instream habitat work 
in the Plover River (Marathon Co.)
14. $551 to help purchase recording ther-
mographs to monitor thermal regimes in 
trout streams in the Buena Vista and Leo-
la marshes (Portage, Wood, Adams coun-
ties)
15. $3,372 for installing bank cover and 
closing side channels in Sand Creek (Jack-
son and Monroe counties)
16. $3,296 to continue and extend stream 
bank brushing along Chaffee Creek (Mar-
quette Co.) 
17. $1,000 to continue population and 
movement studies of brown trout in the 
Mecan River (Marquette County) for potential 
stream reclassification
18. $1,700 to conduct follow-up surveys on wild brown 
trout in the Namekagon River (Sawyer/Bayfield coun-
ties)
19. $2,000 to conduct studies of fall movements and con-
centrations of spawning wild brood fish in the Namek-
agon River (Sawyer/Bay field counties) for capture and 
use in raising wild trout for the river
20. $1,000 to assist with the third year of dredging silt 
and detritus from Elton Springs (Langlade Co.)
21. $1,000 for stream brushing, debris removal, and 
brush bundle installation in Swanson Creek (Forest 
County), a tributary to the Rat River
22. $500 for building a sand/ sediment trap in Wisconsin 
Creek (Florence County), a tributary to the boundary 
Brule River, to enhance trout spawning potential.

23. $2,750 to purchase materials for fencing projects 
approved under the Streambank Easement Program 
(part of the state’s Stewardship Program) for the Wis-
consin Rapids Area; and for fencing materials for the 
Little Lemonweir River project (Monroe Co.)

24. $350 to conduct trout population studies in the later-
al ditches listed as trout waters (Portage, Wood and 
Adams counties) that are under threat from agricultur-
al/cranberry operation encroachment

25. $250 toward habitat work on the 
West Fork Kickapoo River (Vernon 
and Crawford counties)

26. $2,000 to fund dredging (silt/
debris removal) from McClin-
tock Springs in the southern 

unit of the Kettle 
Moraine State 

Forest (Waukesha Co.) 
27. $2,000 to create overhead bank cover in and remove 
beaver dams from Whitewater/Bluff Creek (Walworth 
Co.)
28. $2,000 for stream improvements in Billings Creek 

(Vernon Co.)
29. $1,500 for materials for in-stream structures in 
the Tomorrow River (Portage Co.)
30. $2,500 for stream restoration in Mormon Cou-
lee Creek (La Crosse Co.)
31. $1,500 to assist in production of an education-
al video on development impacts along the Kin-
nickinnic River (St. Croix and Pierce counties)

32. $7,000 for stream improvement on Elk Creek 
(Chippewa Co.)

33. $4,000 for rock hauling and restoration work on 
Duncan Creek (Chippewa Co.)
34. $1,750 to purchase materials for stream improve-
ments on the North Fork Buffalo River (Jackson Co.)
35. $2,000 to fund backhoe work on intensive habitat 
improvement in the Prairie River (Lincoln Co.)
36. $500 for stream rehabilitation in Tainter Creek 
(Crawford Co.)
37. $1,000 for expenses to study the long-term effects on 
brook trout following the removal of beaver dams on the 
Pemebonwon River in northern Wisconsin (Marinette 
Co.). 
38. $2,000 to help fund reprinting Trout Stream Therapy 
book (Waupaca Co.).
39. $1,000 to defray expenses involved in holding the 
Midwest Trout Angling Workshop in La Crosse in July, 
2000 (La Crosse Co.)
40. $2,000 to fund stream improvement work on Mor-

mon Coulee Creek (La Crosse Co.).
41. $2,000 to fund restoration work on the 
Little Pine River. (Waushara Co.).
42. $2,000 to the WDNR to help purchase an 

easement on Tenmile Creek along Hwy. 13.
43. $2,000 in 2001 plus $2,000 in 2002 to Wis-

consin River Chapter for Prairie River work 
(Lincoln Co.).

44. $1,245 to Wild Rivers Chapter for coaster base-
line information (Ashland Co.).
45. $1,000 to WDNR Trempealeau district for trout 
restoration backhoe (Trempealeau Co.).
46. $500 to the Central Region of TU for stream 

monitoring equipment for use on the Little Wolf River 
(Waupaca Co.).
47. $2,000 to the Nohr Chapter for habitat work with 
the WDNR on Big Spring Creek (Iowa and Grant 
Co.).

48. $2,000 to the Lakeshore Chapter for ongoing work 
on the Onion River restoration project (Sheboygan Co.)
49. $1,750 to the Ojibleau Chapter for a project on Gil-
bert Creek (Barron Co.)
50. $500 to Independence High School (Trempealeau 
Co.)
51. $400 to UW-Oshkosh for a macroinvertebrate stud-

ies (Waupaca and Waushara Co.)
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Wow! Look at all these great projects 
made possible by the Friends of 

Wisconsin TU. Join today!




